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PREFACE.

_—

A8 considerable time must necessarily elapse hefore the arrangement
of the exhibited series of insects can be completed, it has been
deemed advisable to issue the present provisional Guide. With
one or two exceptions all the figures have been espeeially prepared
for this work, and have been made from specimens in the Museum.
The full-page illugtrations are all from photographs of actoal
specimens exhibited in the Gallery.

To facilitate reference all the specimens have been numbered,
except those under arrangement.

CHAS. 0. WATERHOURE.
Brrmier Musern (Mar, Hist),

INe¥CT BEOTION.
Janary 2TEH, 1908,
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GUIDE

TD THE

EXHIBITED SERIES OF INSECTS.

TreE specimens of insects exhibited in the gallery are only a very
small representative series. The main collection for the purpose of
study is kept in cabinets in the Insect Boom in the basement, It
ig eebimated Lo contsin 1,160,000 specimens, and comprises ahout
155,700 named speeies, ocoupying 18,000 drawers and 802 hoxes.

The public gallery is only partially arranged.

The specimens are in table-cases placed down the centre of
the gallery, nombered 29 to 58. The large specimens which are
unsnitable for the table-cases arc pisced in the wall-cases at the
gides of the galiery,

On each side of the gallery will be seen models (1-85) arranged
on shelves, to illustrate the life histories of various insects. Where
possible species likely to be of interest from agricnlbural or horti-
cultural points of view have been chosen. Nos. 11-21 are Aphide
and other Homoptera. Attention in called fo the three rose galls
of Rhodites eglanierim, nervosus and rose (23, 25, 27). The reason

. why these threc insects, which are se much alike that they require an
expert to separate them, produce such different galls has never been
sutisfactorily explained. The series of galls made by Gall-flies
(Cynipide, 23-47) i3 particularly deserving of careful attention.
To understand the series of oak galls (20-43), it must be borne in
mind that the males only exist in alternube generations, and that the
femalea which appear in the same generation ad the males are often so
differsnt from the females of the previous and following generations
that until this fact was known the imsects were placed in different
genera. Hence there exiate a double set of nafnes for the same
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