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BupoAie: baitove that thar Greed Teaeler, GavTaaa
Bunnfa, while o Badisgl, before atinining to Dudidho-
hood, underwont, ao taey hobl ds el sooilent beings,
countless ieansmigrations, fve avediad and ity of which
be afterwarda vevecled to his folowers.  ‘IMess are con-
tained in the Penmvapana CATakaF0ms, 0F Fheld ot e
Filee Hwndvad awd Paffy Divthe, 0 pross elnssie translited
from the anedont Dudidhisie lezenda 2 the a0 lan-
punze into the vernnelar tobgte parly 1o the feurteenth
eenbury, duting the reign of Poigweiss Ton TV, Ring
of Ceviox,  The probable dats af fhe TRl legends onne.
nat be asceveaived ; ot thers ein be no guestion they
are of ramoie ansiquity.

In one of these transmigrations, tiae LBoidiszt was born
as Foosa, Emperar of Daoobwdive o Jombodwipn (I8}
anid hi=z advertones, while in shab life, form the sahbjeot
af the Kvaa Jivagavs, n fuvowries logendary poom of
Lizh repmte auiong the Einbaleso of wloch w rendoring
into Bagilsh verse e now [or the Lret time sasmitled to
the reader. The original jeemng fourded oo the prose
lagemd i -Tle Phoad of She Hlow {lidved vl Ly fietha,
wag weltlen, as the coneleding siopza ehows, in 1GEG
Ay, by Avaorvavassa Moesorrits, Seovetary or Wiitar
to the [Touseholil of & native ehiattain of high rank,

Atacivavaxxy s regarded a2 ovo of the most dis-
tinguighed poota of Ceylon &y hie eountrymen, nmong
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whom, though the ciceomatnnee may perhapes couegs sure
pHie o many English readeres, pactry las, fom remote
times, Deen an olieos of earneat stady and Wking Of
the Krea Jatazava it has besy eald, # The anity of ite
plan, the stezdy progresa of it nareative, and a cerfain
unaffected display of geralne feelng, . . . entitle it to
rank as & st of the JL-,.,]'.I:E’: mesie"® Altheugh thia
mensure of praize shauld, peciaps, b qualified, the Legend
iz undaniably o favourable speelnen of Sinhaless poetry
and T am fala to hope that the vasizn now offered mey
be of interest to Englizhinen, na evidence of a vemn of
Oriental literature almoet wholly unsuzpeciad at home,
a2 illngrrating Buddhistie 11|Et-:|.:.'. prarept, anid practice,
and modes of life and feeling [0 the East, little known
here, and &= showing whos engoped the thavghts of at
lenst-one tolider of *the 1oty rhyoe " in Cevlon, at the
time whken SHARSPEARE, sealing from hizs dramatie
labours, wes enjoving a kappy bas toe shert afwerooon
of life ot Strasford, and Baneea consoled his enpiavity
in Tae Tower with gorgeous day-doosms, never to be
realised, of golden realme ke belizved himsell destined to
dizcover beyond the Bpanish Mnin.

T L:Eu-,rl iz's love-stery, and exkibits in many [rla-:en
greas bennly and tencernass of sentivient.  The etndent
af Comparaziva Mythslogy, aind che lover of old-world
storiex, will be incoyested in fnding anciens Aryan
ineidents, wiich Apponr E:; the ]Rr’.*r!--'i—wwtﬂ, hare worlsed

T Arwie's Jutreduction fa fhe Bidat Srajordns, 4 scliolaly wnd
highly intermting back, 3lr Azwis in at pocesnl engsged on
spother Smportant work, T Deseedidice Colologoo of Sinfiles
Anihsrs, cudecteken at the pequest of tie Governor, Biz Hepeores
Ronissas, whose enlighiloeed asticn lo rogard ic Sinholese lilers-
ture and aaliqeitise colls for verr eordial recopnition,
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up tnta o Buddhistie myth, o o eoantry wherve an almost
exact comterpart of the JTudgmeat of SoLowo:,® but pot,
derived from Helesw souroes, his Jorg teen earreat. The
seven kiome who ore to mAsiy ane |J:|:|r.'||:, the hero dis-
guisidd a5 a polter, o grocm, aod a eoole; the mirsculous
birth of the hers Ly the favour of Ixoma; anid many minor
incidents of the poem, reveal o eloen conrection betwesn
the Legend and the ol Sonakrit epic, and, it may be added,
Letween both avd many popular tales of Weelern Lurepe.

The trauslation zeads atsnzn for stanza with the
ariginal, which consizgte of six nondeed and eighiy-sevan
gtanzae of four lires each, all four rhyming alike, with,
not un:l'requen;]y, dorsile iy mes S0 the midile of iha lines,
The frnoslation is in many places necessanily freer. Old
Ballad Measurs Lus beer -I'.'].I.I!nEI"' o8 the vne lest adapted
1o convey Lhe apirit of the crizinal, aud ze affording room
For amplifying, whers secessary, e Eaglish verss, the
remarbable compredsion which oncagionally distingoishes
Sinhaless F—:E‘#._T bava been urged to publish the
original text in Domun charaztery, side by eide wich fhe
Englieh rersion, as waa dene by Trexovn io his trams-
lation of the Mwharresd,  This would ba eagy, ns ancient
Sinhalese postry contalns none of the ||.ur:|mt|:|l lattera
frequent in prose, and, to 4 porlain extent, diffieult to
exprass by Rowan eloeneiers ) but T refeain, for the
present at leset. from adopling the suggestion.  I: may,
perhaps, be earriad tnbe adfect heveaftes, shauld this verfure
meet with [svonr 2ooogb te warrani a second adition.

A few speciinens of Sinhalese evigzeama and storfes have
héen appended ot the end of the voiume, in the hope that
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