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STATEMENT.

Tis pumphlet is published nnder the dircetion of the
Association which iz preparing the Tndustrinl Exhili-
tion, to take place in the eity of New-York, In the
spring of the year 1853; and is drawn up for the
purpose of preserving and eommunicating to all parties
interested in the cnterprise, a detailed accommt of the
origin, purposes, organization and progress of the en-
terprise, up to this thoe.

The undertaking is still far from its completion. The
Yireetors are perfeetly wware how much severe labor
yet remains hefore their task s performed,  They we
especially desivons to avoid all hoasting and vain-glo-
rious linguage, but it seems not too much to affirm
that their ulthmate suvecess iz now certain. It 1 con-
venient for the Association to have, in a condenscid
form, a narrative of all that has been hitherto donc;
and it appears due to those public-spirited persons who
have lent their aid to the enterprise in its infancy, to
preserve a record of their éo-operation,

The brilliant success of the London Exhibition
turned the minds of the industrial world to the propri-
ety and expediency of repetitions of that effort in dil
ferent parts of lurope. Thus, steps have been taken to
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organize one in Dublin for the next year: and pre-
parations are making for one on a very extensive scale
in Pariz in the year 1854,

It was natural that those citizens of the United
States who were in London in 1851, who witnessed
the trinmphs that onr people achieved during that year,
und who also saw the peculiarly popular character of
expositions of this kind, and their beneficinl tendencies
in regard to the working classes, should early have en-
tertained the idea of repeating the Tixhibition on this
gide of the water. Accordingly, shortly after the close
of the London Fair, steps were taken for the purpose.

It was manitest, however, on its face, that the enter-
prise wag one of great magnitnde, and caleulated se-
verely to tax the encroies of all who embarked in it
The form of our political system, and the eonstitu-
tions] restrietions imposed on our State and Federal ac-
tion, rendered 1t impossible that the aftair should be, as
it was in England, takea up and carried on by Govern-
ment; and it therefore became necessary to rely upon
individual enterprise and activity. DBut it was plain
that no wmount of vigor, nor any sum of money, wonld
effcet the object, mless the afluir was so managed as
not to subject it to the jealousy which a private enter-
prise is liable to encounter. It was necessary to in-
spire entire confidence as to the liberal objects of the
managers ; to satisfy the people of our own country
that no sordid motive was the incitement to the
scheme, and that it would be conducted so as truly to
snhserve the general interests of Industry ; while it was
equally necessary to create in foreign countries a confi-
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dence that no local prejudice and no personal interest
would warp the undertaking from its trne aims, To
any one at all familiar with the. multitudinons currents
of opinion in our own conntry, the inumerable confiict-
g inferests of trade snd of locality, the preat difficnlty
of the enterprise will be at once apparent ; but when fo
these are added the obstacles arising from international
rivalry, distance, difference of language, and the as yet
imperfect, interconrse of the most highly eivilized coun-
tries of the world, it will not be considered surprising
that the managers of the enterprise thonght if indis
pensable to seeure all the aid that could properly be
usked, from (he public anthorities.

In regard to the locality of the Exhibition, it the ob-
ject had been to make a representation of Awerican
Industry enly, it might have been considered expedient
to select some one of the great manntacturing centres, ns
Boston und Philadelphia; but a display of Huropean
products heing a necessary part of the seheme, it seemad
indispensable to choose New-York; all the consider-
ations which give that eity itz commerciul pre-emi-
nence ss the chief entrepst of Earopean goods and the
prineipal financial centre of the Union, tended to this
result.

New-York, therefore, was selected, and on the 3d of
January, 1842, the municipal suthorities of that city,
perceiving the benefits that must flow from the enter-
prise, if properly condncted, not only to the commerce
and prosperity of the city, but to the eause of popular
instruction and healthful entertainment, granted a lease
of Reservoir Bquare for the ohject for five years, upon
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two conditions: one that the building should be con-
strueted of iron and glass, and the other, inspired by a
proper regard for the interests of the publie, that no
single entrancefee should exceed fifty cents,

The Legislature was then applied to, and that body,
om the 11th of March, granted a Charter of Incorpo-
ration Lo the Assocramion ror e Kxaimrrion o THE
Tupustey oF ALL NaTONS,

The principal provisions of the Act were as follows:

The Association was incorporated with a capital of
fwo hundred thousand dollars, leave being given to raise
the sum fo thres hondred thonsand dollars.

The Directors were authortized to oceupy any real .
estate that might be granted them, and thercon to
arect a building for the purpose of fhe KExhibition of
ihe Industry of all Nationa, They were forther em-
powered 1o award Prizes, snd to do every thing neces-
sary to ey out the general ohject.

Iy iz not however to be supposed that these steps
were talken with o3 much ease ag they are here related.
On the contrary, as was indeed to be expeeted, some-
what both of indilference and of hostility was at the
sutzet manifested.

The charter, in particular, was not obtained without
somtest, and the wansgers of the enterprise found here
something of the opposition that they were aware they
must encountar. [t was urged that the enterprize was
liostile to the interests of Domestic Industry ; and find-
ing that this suggestion met with little favor, technical
diffienlties founded on the terms of the Constitution of
the Btate were sought to be interposed. But if the



