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CHAFPTER 1
THE SUBTECT OR SOUL

“To write a chapter for the purpoese of showing
that nothing is known, or can be known, of the sub-
jeet which the title of the chapter indieates, will he
thonght stranee,”” These are the words with which
Mr. H. Spencer opens the chapter in his Psychology
on the ““Substanee of Mind."*' The present diseus-
sion has its oceasion in the eonvietion that the human
mind is a permanent entity or substanee, which can he
and is known; and the primary purpose of the dis-
eussion is fo expound and defend that conception.
This statement is made for the convenience of the
reader, that at the very bepinning he may know elearly
and eertainly the point of view and aim of the essay;
and it is hoped hLe will not he repelled by the frank
avowal,

But this purpose, it must he admitted, goes against
what seems to he the main psychological tendeney of
the time. It is the contention of many that **the ex-
planation of psyehie life demands the eomplete elimi-
nation of the eoneept of substanee™; and that the con-
eept prevails only among “unrefleetive minds.”  Some
of the most zealous opponents deride mental substance
as an “‘accursed idol.”’

1 Paychology, 1, po 145



