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PREFACE.

A counry suporinlendent of commen schoola, speaking of
the important branch of sowmposition, In & commuoniestion bear-
ing dats :ID]]' 27, 1844, uses the following lenguage: ® For a
long tims [ Lave notieed with regret the almost entire neglect
of the art of orginal compesition in our cammon schosls, and
the want of & proper fext-book upon this essortinf braneh of
+dupation, Hondreds gradunte feom: our commen sehools
vith oo well-defined ideas of the constenotion of our language”
The writer might have gone forther, and sald thet moltitndes

gradusate, not only from common sehools, bet from some of

our best private institutions, ntterly destiinte of all practical
anguaintimes with the subject; that to many soch the eompo-
githon of & eimple letter 18 an irkecme, to some an Almoat
impossible, taak. Yet the reflecting mind must admit that it
ix only this prastical application of -grammar that renders that
art nseful—that parsing is secondary to cowmponing, and the
mnl‘jraln of our language almeet wnimportant when eompered
with its synthesia

Ome great resson of the neglect notloed above, has; no
donbt, been the want of s snitable text-book on the subject
During the yeurs of the author's experience as a teasher, he
has examined, and practleslly tectod the varions works on
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composition with which he hes met: the resnlt has been 2
oonvickion that, while there are seversl publieations well caleu.
lated to advance pupils at the age of fiftcen or sixteen, there
ia not one suited to the comprehension of those between nine
and twelve ; at which time it i hia decided opinicn this branch
should ba taken up. Heretofore, the teacher his been oblized
gither to make the scholor Lber throngh o work entirely too
diffiealt for him, to giva. him exercizes not founded.on any
regular system, or to shepdon the branch altogether—and the
dinsdvantages of sither of thene coursse are at onee apparent.

It in this convictien, founded on the a.tpl!riam:a*:mt only
of the author, but of many other tcachers with whom he hes
consnlted, that has led to the production of the work now
offered to the publie. 1t claimn in bo o first-book in eompo-
slticm, and is intewded to initiate the begpluner, by ey =nd
plensant ateps, into that all-importent, but hitherto geneeally
neglectad, art,

A brief secount of the plab und seope of the work may not
bes out of place. It presopposes no kmowledge of grammar,
and ig intended to be putinto & pupil's bands, as n firet-book
grammar, ot whatever age it is deemed best for him to com-
menca that study ; say from nine to twelve yeam, secording to
the degree of intellectusl development In the first ffty pages,
by means of lessons on the indoctive gystem; and copious
exercisen under #ach, he I8 made famillisr with the nature and
wee of the different parta of speech, 8o aa to be eble to recognize
them at onee, and to supply them when a sentence is rendersd
ipepmplete by their omissicn. After this, he ia prepered to
take up a more difficult trestise on gremmar; whils in this
work he is led to consider the different kinds of elnuses and
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sentences, and s thua prepared for punctuation, s aohjeet
not generally treated in elamantury books with the consideration
which [is imperiance demands. The reles for punctustion
have been condensed, arpanged on s new plan, and, it is hoped,
rendered intelligible to all. Directions on the sabject of capi-
tal letters follow. A few pages are pext devoted to rules,
explanations, and examples, for the purpose of enabling (he
pupil to form and epell correctly guch derivative words ns
haging, debarring, chated, and the like, which are not to be
found in digtionaries, and regarding which the pupll s apt to
Lo led setrny by the fret thnt o change ix made in the primi-
tive ward hefore the addition of & pulfiz.

Thin done, the acholar s prepared to express thoughis in
his own langusge, and e i@ now requited to write seotences
of every kind, a word being given to suggest an ides for each ;
bs is taught to vary them by means of different arangement
end modes of expreason; to smolyze compound sentenees into
gimple ones, and to combine simpla sentences inte eompound.
" Bavern] lossons ara then devoted to the verious kinds of style.
Tha eeecntial properties, purity, propristy, precisicon, ¢leamess,
strength, harmony, und unlty are pext treated, examples for
eorrection belng presented under sach. The diferent kinds of
compoeltlon follewr, and, proper selectioms having been fiml
given am gpecimena, the pupil is required to composs succes-
gively letters, deseriptions, narpations. biogmphical sketches,
cesaye, and argumentativa discoursew  After this, the three-
principal figures receive attention ; and the werk closce with &
list of subjects carefully selected, arranged under their proper
benads, and in such & way that the ineresse in difficaity is very
gradunl. ‘The suthor hes aimed throughont to awaken thought
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fn the pupil, to discipline his mind, and by precept and practios
to maks him acgnainted with the constroctiom of his native
tongue.

Tha distinative fuatires of tha work may be briefly enume-
rated ma follows: the devolopment of the prineiples of compo-
siticn in connection with thoee of prammar; the easy stepe by
which it proceads aceording to the inductive aystem; the llus-
tration of every point with avarcises, 1ot luken, aa has bitherte
been tha gomeral proctice, from the time-honored toxi-book of
Murray; the method of analyzing subjects ; and the frequency
of rﬁmm Suggestions are scaltarsd throtgh the I:M:nnk. te
which it muy he well for the teacher ito aitend. The pupﬂ
should, in all caser, prepars himself to sngwer the questions in
Bgmh lesaon, before he procesds to the exerviss,

With these brief rancrks the anthor commits his work fo
kis professionnl brethren, respectfully aaking them to submit
it to that practicsl trisl, which im, after all, the only troo fest of
a sthook-book’s veloo.

New-Youx, Jon. 158, 1851,
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