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PREFACH

Tug following papers, from the pen of the late Dr,
John Ker, ave chielly reprints; one article only, the
*Canadian Letters, nppears tov the livst time. As
many of the papers counot now be obtained, 6 has
been judgzed advisable o 1ssne them o this collectod

forma,

At n time when our Scottish nationality is develop-
g fresh Life, and 1= showing o power to conserve all
that is best in the past while Inying decp its founda-
tions for progress in the intore, it is thought that the
article beavipge this ticle hos not mappropriately oen
placed tirst.  Thoe variety of subjects contained in the
other papers will testify to the fact that the anthor,
though a true patriot, was as broad in his sywpatiics

as he was deep in his affections.
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vi PREFACE,

Tiest thanks are due o M O Lo Wright (Glasgow),
Mr. James Gemmell (Edintorgh), and Messes, W,
Ishister & Co. {London}, for penmission to reprint
the papers respectively pullished by them; and to
Senator Bayd, a distingnished member of the Canadian
Parlinment, for Notes appended to the ¢ Canadian

Lettera)

Tie Mepsttrace, Mrcoayrien,
Forsee e, Moeed 15, 1527,
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SCOTTISH NATIONALITY)!

Tuese reprints belong to o period of our histery which
marks very strongly the charneter of the people, amd
which has done minch to fix it aud it way not be out
of place, in this Ietrodoction, to mwake some remarks
on Seottish Nationality, as @0 how it took its vise winl
came to be what it is, both sociatly and religiously.
While we believe inoan overruling  gmidanee which
divides to the wations their inhericioee, anl meunlds
their charncter, wo can see thot it makes nse of neans
to gain the result,  The features ol the country have,
no donbt, had theie tloence, The Toown wmoorbals
and misty hills are o harmony with the grave, and
sometimes sombire, temperament of the people ) and
the sweet romantic Jdells and hididen noolks of leauty
that surprise one, cver awd again, in the midst of the
barest stretches, are reflected in the tenderness amd
preturesquencss of the national lyrics, and in the
latent poetry which breaks the hord surface of prevail-

W eliren as an Tutreluction o XMiss Jean T Warson's Lives of
Feifen areed fedemied (Tasnes |:‘|'|IJ||JI.':|, F.L]'iL'l".lr'r:il". fi whieh 1'l']lI'iIIH
are given of some of the serisens and lecbers of Uiese worthivs,
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3 SCOTFTISH NATIONALITY.

ing reserve ameng the conntry population, wherever
they are found in their oll simplicity.  Yef it is casy
to ke oo memeh of this.  The wagunificent scenery
of Bwitzerland Las praduced wo great poct, no eutbreak
of sung and romance, even oqual to what has come
feorn the tats of the Netherlands and the sawdy
downs of Denmanlk,

The wisture of vaces that s gone to form the
Reottish peaple might e wade use of to aceount for
many of their characteristies; bt lere, too, it s
possible to exaggerate,  Sowe generalizing historians,
for example, have lud i down as o role thae the
Tentonie nations must necessarily e Protestant, and
the Celtie, Roman Catholic ; hnt the reverse might be
avuned ne plansitly.  Seotlasd, which is mere Celiie
than Englamd, is wmore iutensely  Protestang, and no
part of it move markodly so than that which eontains
tlie T Celtic cleygut, Tt was the Saxon Wilfrd,
and, later, the Fnglish Margniet, Quecn of Maleolm
Cawmore, who helped to supersede the simpler system
of the Culdecs Uy the covernment and ritual of Rome.
Hothe Celis of Treland  bave Decome the arlent
retainers of the Papal chair, ile Celts of Wales, a
Lindred Lraneh of the same great stock, have shaken
off its influcnee more thotoughly than their English
neighbiours ; and if Drittany is devoted to the Mass,
nowhere, in England proper, is there a popualation
more hostile to it than their kinsmen of Armoric
blowd in Commwall,  The srwh s that many of these



