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oON
THE STATE OF MAN BEFORE
THE PROMULGATION OF
CHRISTIANITY.

INTRODUCTION.

HE history of man az a race is like that of

mhﬁwﬂm,wkmbywnh
in which the very character of liis'existAfce nns
dergoes a change, and in which, notwithstanding
that his passions, affectionzrand appetites, retain
the same, their object iz so far changed that the
mature man and the boy are not more dizsimilar
than the people of one mge are from those of
another,

Such changes are generally accompanied ra-
ther than cansed by a political eonvulsion as
great as the moral one; so that when the men
of the succeeding generation glance back towards
the days of iheir fathers, they find themselves



2 INTRODUCTION.

separated from them by a chasm so immense,
that the objects on the other side look dim and
strange. We have a good example of this sort
of moral earthquake almost within our own
days: the twenty-five years of vevolution and
warfare in Furope which followed upom the
popular outbreak in France, in 1739, seemed
to place an interval of cesturies between the
laat and the present age. Science, language,
manners, dfess, hebits of life and thought,
governments and boundaries of eountries, have
all undergone such a change, that the books of
the sighteenth century are now only to be re-
garded as curiosities, which may tell what was
the state of the world in that apparently remote
dme whon steam was bot an indication that
water was boiling, and chemists prattled about
phlogiston ; when fowling-pieces were primed
from a powder-horn; when there was but & mule
road over the Alps, and the transit to India
cecupied #ix mogths; when men wore laced
costs, and women hooped petticoats; and when
Richardson’s lengthy novels, and Hume's mea-
gre history, were held up as patterns of perfec-
tion in their way. It needs but to look through
& library formed in the Inst century to show that
the completeness of this revolution of idear and



