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Introduction

Mr- Edwin Burgess author of these letiers on tax-
ation (first published in the Racine Advocale of 1859-
60,) was born in London, England, in 1807 and died
in Racine, Wis., in 1869,

He received an ordinary common school educa-
tion and served an apprenticeship to the tailors trade;
a man of the average middle class of the early pnﬂ
of the 10th century; a competent craftsman and evi-
dently a man of some ambition, as he emigrated to the
United States in the middle 41}3, locating in Racine,
Wis.,, and establishing himself in a fairly successful
business. So that by the time of the breaking out of
the Civil War he was in possession of a2 modest com-
petence and being in failing health he retired from
business, but not from a keen interest in the welfare
of his fellowmen.

In personal appearance he was one of the men
you would hardly pass on the street without taking
a second look at him (as his porirait which we se-
cured after a long search among his old friends and
neighbors will fully show.) We who were young at that
fime remember him as 4 man of liberal ideas in botn
politics and religion but most kindly, moderate and
thoughtful in all things, but in the overshadowing pres-
ence of the anti-slavery campaign and the impending
Civil War, these letters of his were passed over as the
irrelevant dreams of a crank and at the time excited but
little note or comment.

Yet, here was a man who probably never read the
“Wealth of Nations” or the writings of any of the
great political economists, out of a heart overflowing
with sympathy for his fellowmen and especially for
the masses of his fellow countrymen and a wonderful
keenness of intellect evolved practically the whole the-
ory of the Single tax as set forth and elaborated 20
years later by Henry George.

1



The verses accompanying the lefters reveal a
heart full of human sympathy, while the letters show
an originality and depth of thought and clearness of
statement which place him among the foremost think-
ers of the age. In fact 2 man of far more logical
acumen and breadth of view than many of the men
who figure largely on the rolls of fame.

In commenting on these letters, M1. F. M. King,
editor of the Liberator (single tax organ of New Zea-
land, to whose kindness and courtesy we are indebted
for the copies from which this is printed,} who
republished them in 1908, says: “The marvel of it
is, that single-handed and in spite of chronic sickness,
ne should have worked out the true solulion of the
social problem 20 years before Henry George’s work
was heard of.

“‘Ags a working man, speaking to working men,
these letters and poems are a legacy of which we
should all be proud.”

He made a visit to England in 1864, taking with
him an edition of these letters and disiributing several
hundred on Broadway, N. Y., and the balance in the
streets of London.

After his death his wife returned to England and
in accordance with his wish had an edition printed for

free distribution, ong of which was found in Mr. Chas. .

Bralllaughs coflection of miscellaneous pamphlets now
in the British museum.

The fact that the ideas he advanced fifty years ago
are now commanding the attention of the whole civil-
jzed world and shaping very largely the deslinies of
Great Britagin and her colonies, would seem to be a
sufficient reason for the re-issue of these remarkable
letters and it seemed unfair that the work and memory
of such a man should be allowed to perish in the place
of its birth.

In yiew of all which the reprint is put forth by
his old time friends and admirers.

HYLAND RAYMOND,
WM. 5. BUFFHAM.
2
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The Edwin Burgess Letters on
Taxation

Land Versos Labour Tax.

Why tax we tha produce of any one's toll
While It raises the price of the land,

And limltg the sale, by enhancing the price
Of the food which tha poor muyst demond?

It raises the price of the prodoet of land,
Apd lowera the wages of toll,

8o the workers have littio thelr wants to sapply,
And nothing to purchase the soil

With little to buoy, they have lttle demand
For the produce of any one's toil;
B0 the workerg are idle, as well as the land,
While weeds grow on much of the sofl
Men perish, tho' labour and land would afford
What would keep them In comfort and Jlow,
While the bleasings of health end the comlort of wealth
Would follow thelr steady employ.

Mo taxes on aught that our lzbour can maks,
For these wopuld diminish f[ree toil;
But o much per acro all over the land,
Bo that no one should hosrd up the sail,
For the landlords have robbed us, for ages before,
Taxced a1l but the land which they stole,
Our food and our drink, our paper and ink,
To epslave us in body and goul,

May wa reap the reward we've endeavoured to sow,
Of free land and the fresdom of trade,

That the taxes may henceforth be all on the land,
And never on labour be lald.

EDWIN BURGEESR, 1E69-1860.
Racine, Wisconsin, 17. 8. A,

TAXATION CONSIDERED.
LETTER L

Being in the County Clerk's Room of the Court House, I
®AW 8 large piie of papers headed "Statement of Property,”
to be fllled out and sworn to by every resident owner. “The
number and value of horees and cattie, mules and esscs,
shecd, hoga, pleasure carriages of every description, watches,
moneys and cradits, merchant's stock, manufacturer's stoolk
and other articles of personal property;” which is everything
that one person could sue another for stealing.

Now, I could not help thinking somewhat on the cost
&8 well as consequence of such s method of Taxing People
for the support of Government,



1st. Taxing people for their personal property—on thelr
oath, |8 & premium on perjury, because those who lie the
moat, pay the least tazes; and children born under such Io-
fluences will be famous for lylng—if there 1a any connec-
tion between cazuse and effect o the condltion of parent and
offapring.

fnd. The mesans of veloing or assessing are very ex-
pensive; thus increasing the cost of government, as well as
the cost of corruption.

ird. Taxing perscnal property prevents production, be-
cause the tax belng added to the artlele for gale, Increases
ite price in propeortich to the means of buying. Hence, less
iz rold and less I= made, and the makers gre legs employed;
and having, consequently, less with which to buy, the makers
of other thines will be lesa employed also—till the surplus
workers- will become paupers, and suffer much misery in
conseguence; many will become hopeless, and recklezs he-
cavge hopelesa, RBome will be tempted to commit crime for
the temporary alleviatlion of thelr misery, which, repeated,
soon becomes & habit; we have then paupers and criminals
to support, pauper houses and prisoms to bueild, offlesrs Lo
hire to superintend both; Legislators to make laws for their
government; thus the Tax on personal property, or the pro-
duct of industry, increases the amount of paupers and erim-
inals, while the cost of keeplng paupers 2nd criminals, of-
fcers gnd Legislators, Increases the amonnt of Tax and the
cost of government, of eoursa.

A [riend of mine intended to buy a pleno, but the Tax
declded himn againast jt; fewer waiches wlll be s0ld, because
they are tuxed. I any person puts ud & new fence, or make
any visible improvement, which employe the unemployed and
prevents their contlnuance ss paupers, and heautifles the
city—ibey are taxed annuazlly in propertion to the evil they
prevent and the good they do.

ith. Taxinhg personal property {8 mot only costiy, cor-
ruptive, and pauper-making. and promotive of misery and
erime, but inguisitorial, burdenseome, and sgEressive against
our right to labour and enjoy the frult of our toll unmolested;
as long a8 wa injere no one, we should be protecied agalnst
aggression, inatead of suffering aggression. Are we not now
taxed for the sggression instead of the protection againat 1£7

Gth. Taxing pecple in proportion to their industry pre-
venia industry; because when an industrious person labours
twelve hours per day, succesafully, he must pay twelve times
A% much texes, becausa he has made twelve timea a8 much
property to be taxed, as If he had worked only ocne hour per
day: and hesldes the limik of his means to pay the iax,
whether in & watch, 2 plane, or & horse, no one likes to he
taxed for the ldleness of others. &nd he feels the injustice
alaz, and jmprovemcnta are thus prevented which would
profitably employ the fdle.

Gth. Taxlng perzona| property ralses the price of land,
and thues promotes {t8 monopoly by the rich—because land
belng the source of our subslstence, which labour develops
or Increases, from which, snd on which, all! must live, and
maonay instead of manhood being the gualiication for owning
land, it follows that in proportion as the taxes are on per-
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sonal property, the land will be exempt, and it will be thus,
compatratively cheap, or easy for the rich o monopolise:
o that if all the taxes were on the land, it would sell for
the lowest price, and would be most difflcult to monopolise;
but if all the taxées were on personal property, and none on
the land, then the land would aell for the highest price, and
labour would sell for the lowest price, because of tha ex-
cosaiva compétition of the landless and destitute workers.
who by selling their lahour for the smallest portlon of s
produce, wouid keep the land at the highest posaible price;
a0, when You want land to be low, and wages high, put all
the taxes on the land; but If you prefer labonr to ba low
and land high, you have only to put all ths taxes on porsonal
property. All articles of productive industry cost the keep-
Ing of the maker and contriver, but the land costs nothine
for alther. It ls thoe natural inheritancs of all, for all time;
and all should be protected Im their possession, gnd those
who own all the lapd should certailnly pay all the Taxes
for keeping them In possgession and thelr ocighbours out of it.

EDWIN BURGESS, 1858-1880.

WAGES BLAVERY.

Muast not our southern lords he fools
To buy thelr slaves, when thev're go plenty,
When stealing land by laws and rules,
And keeping poor folks' stomachs smpty,
Would mive them wages zlaves for naught,
+ Who'd beg to have their labour bought;
And women, too, breathe soft the word,
Who'd #8ll thelr bodies for thelr board?

Our Wages slaves ne'sr ruh AWay,
The fear of starving makes them stay;
Though they must earn the daily bread
For others’ mouwths beside their own,
Who on the besti sre ever fed,
Aping the monarch on hig throne;
Yet hivelings bhowed with woanl and care
Are glad the coarsest food to share.

The kesp of chattels s a bore,
‘When slck or they can work or mora;
Without the lash to drive the work,
Chattels are very opt to shirk:
But the poor landless wages slave,
Muat clothing, food, and shelter crawe;
For these he works with willing hand
For any one by sea or land.

Then grasp tho land, the source of wealth,
Of life, of energy, and haalth;
And only let the workers toll,
While you by law can reap the spoll
What man or woman e'sr sa brave,
Will want not megke a8 wages slave,
A EBlave !n body and In mind,
To any tyrant of thelr kipnd?

EDWIN BURGHEES, 1855-1800,
13



