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PREFACE,

Tre impodance of famnle culture cunnet be too
highly estimated, especially in this country, where
pur institutionz depend on the virtue of the people.
A zelf-governed nation must be both intellipent and
religious ; for il o principle of  moral restramnt dwells
not in the breast of u nan, he cannot live peacefully
in society, without the terror of some external, con-
straining foree, Society must sink into a state of
anarchy, from which a relentless despotism will be
evolved, onlesa it feels the moral foree of the =enti-
ment of daty, And on what agency are we to de-
pend for the creation and cultivation of this mighty
conservative idea of putTy, in the teeming millions of
our future population? Are our pulpits and our
edueational applinnees sufficient to accomplish this
great work? Nay! That they are indispensable
and potent instrumentalities, that they eanmot be
. too highly appreciated or eamestly supported, is
freely admitted ; but there is 4 Fower BEIIND THE
SCHOOL-ROOM AND THE CHUERCH, Which is capable of
nentralizing the efforts of both, Maternal influence,
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acting on the infant mind in its first stage of impress-
ihility, stamps an almost nefaceable image of good
or evil upon it, long before it can be made to feel the
power of the' teacher or the minister. Hence the
necessity of multiplied, earnest endeavors to promote
the growth of the loftiest and holiest traits of mind
and heart, in the young women who are destined o
be the mothers of a suceeeding gencration, and, con-
sequently, to exert that fearful influence, which,
more than all others, will determine its character,
This boak 38 an humble but earnest cffort to stimu-
late and direct the growth of female mind, and there-
by to fit it for the fulfilment of its high earthly mis-
sion, and for felicity in the world of spirits. If God
will be pleased to make it a dew-drop of love, beauty,
and fertility in the spirits of some of the daughters
of our land, the highest ambiion of the author will
be satisfied.
D. W.

Eru Eraeer Pimsgwage,
Nrw Heoeomn, Ang. 1861,
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