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PREFACE

THE following Outlines and Vocabulary are the result of a five
months' residence (from November 1850 to March 1851) in the
Vei country, both at Wikoro (Cape Mount) and Dshéiaro. (the
Gallinas). But with the best will, one cannot do in Western
Africa what he might do elsewhere. The intense and perse-
vering exertion required for the cultivation of an umwritten Jan-
guage, cannot but bring on fever in this land of fovers. My
work was twice interrupted by fever during the five montha, and
I here gratefully acknowledge the goodness of God that it has
been only twice, . Besides this, a civil war was raging in the
country, which, during the first half of my residence, proved a
hindrance to my object. For a fortnight T was left alone with my
sorvant in a hut, all the natives of the place having fled, from
fear of 8 daily-expected attack of the enemy. In addition to
this comes the great unfitmess of unlettered natives for Literary
pursuits, and the difficulty to keep them employed in ench a work
for any length of ime. As one of them sgid to me, “ A black
man i not able to sit down a whole day in one place, snd to do
nothing but book-palaver,” This statement will, I feel assured,
begpeale the indulgence of the Reader to the degree of imperfection
in which the Vei Grammar appears. Yet the study of a language
in the very conntry where it is spoken, has always its decided advan-
tages; and the above statement can therefore be considered, at the
same time, as an invitation to expect from the following pages at
least a little more light on the still dark field of African langmages.
The plan which I consider safest and speediest in reducing



