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INTRODUCTION.

To & sportsman, dry details of facts tending to his instruotion in a
favourite pursuit are usually acceptable; and this being the case,
the conveying of that instrnetion, by introducing on to the scene
persons and things partly the creation of the Author's inventive
powers, may appear &n anomaly, as sporting subjects are mot
usually locked upon as pills requiring much gilding,

Writing this little book haa been a source of very greal amuse-
ment to the Aothor. The events narrated have, in most of the
cases, bappened within his own lmowledge. The keepers and
poachers are, generally, portraits. In the case of the latter clasa a
recognition by the individual himeelf followed the sppearance of
his name (of course disguised) in the articls in the Field, where
it was introduced. With these fow preliminary words the Author
confldes his unpretending exertions to the notice of sn indulgent
public.

May, 1868,
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