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EAR OLD APPLE-TREE, wnder whosas

guarled  branches these stories were
written, to yow I dedicate the book, My
head was so close to you, who can tell from
whenee the thowghts came? T only Tnow
that when wll the other trees in the oveliaml
were barren, there were always stories to
be found wnder yowr branches, and 20 i is
oui joint hook, dear apple-tree.  Four pink
blossoms hare fullen on the page s 1
wrole ; your vuddy fruit has dropped into
my lap ¢ the sunshine strecmend throwgh youwr
leaves and tipped wy peneil with gold. The
birds singing in yowr bowghs mey buve Trut
a sweet note here and there; and do you
vemember the duy when the gentle shower
eitne ? We just curled the claser, and you
and L oandd the sky all evied together while
we arrote U The Fore-Room fng.”

It shonld be a fovely book, dear apple-
tree, but alus! it iz wol altogether that, be-
crtese I am ol ao cimple as you, and becayse
1 have strayed further away from the heart
of Mother Nature.

KATE DOUGLAS WIGGLY.

“ Chiitlenra,” Hallin, AMaine,
August 12, 1895
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