THE TRUE ORIGIN
OF MORMON
POLYGAMY



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649167678

The true origin of Mormon polygamy by Charles A. Shook

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



CHARLES A. SHOOK

THE TRUE ORIGIN
OF MORMON
POLYGAMY

ﬁTrieste






LICTE

TR, Blm, JDSMIPEL SRiTarEL,

Mormon T'reoploet,




The True
Origin of Mormon
Polygamy

By
CHARLES A. SHOOK

1 Joseph Smith ever tapphe or practiced the dnc-
trine 4 polygamy, we ask, Whes? Where &' our by
what teitlony can he be 1hae corvicced ® And ool
these interrogotocies ate propesly  ensweced, woo ahall
ferl jumified in #aaoting back (he siatemest thal he
rawght or practiced polygamy In che dace of Bid ae-
fusctd sa sm onmitigeted slander and rillsinous perse-
cutive.—Elder W illard 5. Smisk.

CINCINNATI:
The Standard Publishing Company
1914
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THE firet edition of *'"The True Origin of Mermon Polyg-
amy"" was published in the year 1910, This edition
being disposed of, the sacond is now presented to the public.

At the time that this book was first written, the author
had at hand but few of the original sworks of the Mormon
Church, but, since its appearance, through the kindness of
Mr Z. H. Gurley, of Canton, Missour, now deceased, and
Hon. A, T. Schroeder, of Cos Cob, Ceonnecticut, he has had
access to nearly all of the old licerature of Mormonisas,
from which be has made a number of cxtracts both for the
body of the work and also for a large oumber of foctnotes
which confirm what has already been written,

Te the Josephite Mormen who way chance to read thig
production, we simply say: Consult your own early litera-
ture and you will hnd that what the author has written is
true, The celebrated Retrien collection of Mormon books,
pamphlets and papers in Wew York City and the Schroeder
collection in the State Historical Bpilding ac Madison, Wis-
consin, with the filez of the Sexgame Journal al Spring-
field, Illinois, will afford you the facilities to ascertain what
the true character of things was at Mauvoo belween the
vears 1839 and 1844.

In putting this book out, our nteation is not simply to
expose the foibles of Joseph Smith as a mere man. If he
had made no extraordinary claims, his mistakes would have
been buried long apo, as the nisizlies of thousands of men
have been. But, when hiz followers present him to the
world as a prophet and religious teacher, so imimaculate in
life that even Cod could use him as his monthpiece, it is
quite another thing, and they must answer for his misdeeds
befare an intelligent and wirtwous publie. Tt will not do for
them to hide behind the plea that the charges made are
simply '‘a tissue of lies" or cringe beneath the 1'|'Ja.:|'1t]’l§:1 of
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affected innocence. The stain of sin is wpon the garments
of Mormenism, and the world at large believes that the hand
of Joseph Smith placed it there. So, the evasive cry of “per-
secution'’ will not satisfy the ears of the enlightened people
of this peneration nor draw out their sympathy when boldly
confronting them are the evidences which go to prove that
he was the author and originator of that pelygamic system

which has been one of the foulest blots upon our national
escutcheon. Therefore, the duty that plainly confronts the

Reorganized Church 15 to meet the claims presented and
overthrow them, if they can.

To the face that the members of the Reorganized Church
are nsually good and law-abiding citizens, I cheerfully bear
witness. They will compare favorably with the members of
other churches, but they arc no better. Az T make this
acknowledgment, let no man put on a shoe that does mot fit
him. What has bren written iz in respect to the evil de.
signs and practices of the gpriginal leaders, and does not
apply to the rank and Ale to.day. No ene, who has studied
the history of the Mormoo movement, will for ¢ne moment
believe that there ic any more connection between the Jo-
gephile and Briphamile Churches than there is between the
Presbytenan and the Boman Catholic. The {ormer have
fought their polygamic brelheen with a zeal that would be
commendable if it were consistent, But, while they strongly
oppose polypamy now, they own and acknowledge as prophet
a man who has confessed to being the father of the cele-
brated “"Revelation on Celestial Marriage,”' which has been
the basis of the doctrine of the plurality of wives in Utah.
{See AMfillennial Star, xxi, 718).

In closing, we wish to say a word in our own defense.
The charge has been made that this book has been written
that the author mipht "‘realize a little peeuniary profit' from
its sale. This charge is not tewe. Mot one cent of profit or
royalty will find its way ioto hizs pocket. It is put out selely
in the interest of truth. Crarrtes A, SHOOK.

Epovvinie, Nenraska, November 1, 1913,
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