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The Scene is in Boston in the year 1665,






PROLOGUE.

NIGHT we strive to read, as we may best,
This city, like an ancient palimpsest ;

And bring to light, upon the blotted page,
The mournful record of an earlier age,
That, pale and half effaced, lies hidden away
Beneath the fresher writing of to-day.

Rise, then, O buried city that has been ;
Rise up, rebuilded in the painted scene,
And let cur cnm::us eyes behold once more
The pointed gable and the pent-house door,
The Meeting-house with leaden-latticed panes,
The narrow thoroughfares, the crooked lanes !

Rise, too, ye shapes and shadows of the Past,
Rise from your long-forgotten graves at last ;
Let us behold your faces, let us hear
The words ye uttered in those days of fear!
Revisit your familiar haunts again, —
The scenes of triumph, and the scenes of pain,
And leave the footprints of your bleeding feet
Once more upon the pavement of the street [

Nor let the Historian blame the Poet here,
If he perchance misdate the day or year,



