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" PREFACE TO THE S8ECOND EDITION,

— e

TeE Manifesto of Centraliem here noticed, was first published
to the world in the colummnes of ¢ 7%e T¥mes, on the 1Tth
October, 1857. The firet edition of the present work waa
published on the 7th November following. A large edition
baving already become exhansted, s fow chiefly verbal revi-
gions have been made in this odition; snd two FErtracts, on
ihe important point of cerdainéy in the Law, have heen added.

That Manifeato of Centraliom itself, did not contain a eingle
fresh point, either of argument, suggestion, or illustration.
Ervery point in it had been already sbundantly conmidered in
my previouely published works. But the particular parade,
and epecially official charscter, of the promuolgation of that
Manifesto, plainly showed how highly desivable it was, to bring
within a simiple form, and a shape and price acoessible to every
one, & general view of the real Principles and practical ques-
tions that are at stake; and, at the same time, to expose the
true character of the means that are alone sble to be taken,
-and of the most plaumble pretences that are sble to be used,
even by interested Officislism iteelf, in order to mystify and
mislead the Public mind upon theas subjecta.

The object of the present publication is, then, not tempo-
rary, but permanent. The Manifesto in guestion proves, in- '
deed, that every Local Interest in England, whether of Helf-
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Government in the ordinary sense, or of undertakings of asso-
viated Private Enterprise, is, just now, particularly threatened
with fresh atiack from & nerrow and selfish '-Dﬂicin]ism, which,
paid by the public for fumetions felt to be unsound, smploys
the opportunitiea it has thus got, in seeking to maintain and
strengthen itself snd ite vwn peracnal interests, at the expense
of ull the highest interests of the State. Bot such aitack, and

. the danger of it, can only, at any time, be rightly and even safely
met, by taking stand npon grounds and Prineiples which are
not isalated, nor of tedsy nor tomaorrow, but which are as broad
and aa old and as lasting as Truth and Human Nature. This
is what will o found proved in the following pages.

™ 8

Highgats, near Londow ;
Novemdor L08R, 1867,
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