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PREFACE.

I'HE first two essays in this volume were
composed as lectures, and are now printed for
the first time ; the others have endured that
indignity before. The papers on * The Letters
of Charles Lamb * and * Authors in Court ' origi-
nally appeared i Maowrlien's Magazine ; and
the short essays entitled ¢ Wilham Cowper’ and
‘ George Borrow * in the fefecior, a lively sheet
which owed its existence to and derived its in-
spiration from the energy and genius of the late
Mr. J. K. Stephen, whose too carly death has not
only eclipsed the gaicty of many gatherings, but
has robbed the country of the service of a neble
and truth-loving man.,

The other papers appeared either in Seesifrer’s
Magazine or n the columns of the Speader

NeEWwspaper.
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