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FOREWORD

We should accept from Germany what our
allies have wrung from Austria and Turkey—
unconditional surrender. This ought to be our
war aim; and until this war aim is achieved the
peace terms should be discussed only with our
allies and not with our enemies. In broad
outline, it is possible now to state what these
peace terms should include: Restitution by Ger-
many of what she has taken and atonement for
the wrong she has done; her complete military
withdrawal from every foot of territory outside
her own limits; and the giving not of *au-
tonomy ’—a slippery word used by slippery
people to mean anything or nothing—but of
complete independence to the races subject to
the dominion of Germany, Austria, and Tur-
key (which means the creation of the free com-
monwealths of the Poles, Czecho-Slovaks, and
Armenians, and therefore the expulsion of the
Turk from Europe), the absolute freeing of Rus-
sia from the German stranglehold, and aid gen-

erously furnished by us to Russia, the retention
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viii FOREWORD

by England and Japan of the colonies they have
conquered, the restoration and indemnification
of Belgium, the return of Alsace-Lorraine to
France, the creating of a Jugo-Slav common~
wealth, the joining to Italy of Italian Austria
and to Roumania of Roumanian Hungary.
When the manuscript of this volume was
turned in, and even up to the time of the revi-
sion of the last galley-proofs, it seemed that,
as regards the major part of what is above set
forth, I was taking substantially the position
to which, after much hesitation, much indeci-
sion, and much talking every which way, the
administration was tending steadily to come.
Apparently our government intended to fight
the war through to the peace of overwhelming
victory, Then,without warning, and apparently
without consultation with our allies, the Presi-
dent entered into a correspondence or negotia-
tion about peace terms with Germany, which
looked as if we had gotten back to the bad old
days when note-writing and conversation were
considered by Mr. Wilson as adroit and suffi-
cient answers to the sinking of the Lusitania
and similar German crimes. It was the atti-
tude of an untrustworthy friend and an irreso-
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lute foe, and if accepted by the nation wonld
have caused our people to forfeit their own
self-respect and the respect of all other nations.
However, the outburst of protest against the
President’s action was such that he promptly
reversed himself again, and after having invited
Germany’s offer, repudiated it with indigna-
tion. We all trust that he will persevere in
this attitude; but we do not profess any cer-
tainty of conviction in the matter.

The Germans, while they are conducting
their military retreat with formidable effi-
ciency, are carrying on an adroit peace offen-
sive, designed to save Germany from wreck
and leave her an unpunished menace to the
future of the world. They hope to succeed
by appealing to those leaders of the Allies
(especially in the United States) who are in-
firm of purpose and wavering of will

What is needed at this time is not the com-
pounding of felony by the discussion of terms
with the felons, but the concentration and
speedy development of our whole strength so
as to overwhelm Germany in battle and to dic-
tate to her the peace of unconditional sur-
render.



