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PREFACE,

A cornry mperintendent of common schools, spsaking of
the important branch of composition, In a eommunieation bear-
ing date July 27, 1844, uees the following languags: % Fora
long time I hava notioad with ragret the almost entirs neglaot
of the art of originsl composition in our common schools, and
the want of a proper texi-book upon this emsential branch of
education. Hondreds graduste from omr common schools
with no well-defiued idess of the cohatruction of our langmags.”
.The wrtsr might have gone further, end eald thet multitudes
graduate, not ooly from ecommon echoels, bot from some of
our best private institutions, ntterly destitdto of all practical
aeqoaintonce with the aubjact; that o moany pach the compo-
gition of n simple letier 1a en irkeome, to pome sn almost
imposaible, tagk. Yet the reflecting mind mmst admit that it
i only this practical applieation of geammar that renders that
art usefil—that parsing is scoondary to composing, and the
analysis of our langmage almost nnimportant when compared
with ite eynthesin

Ono great renson of the negleet notised sbove, has no
doubt, been the waxt of a snitable taxt-hook on the sohject
During the years of the anthors experience as a tencher, he
his exomined, and practically teuted the various works op
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compokition with which he has met: tho resnlt hes besna -
ponvietion that, while there are peveral publizetions well caleu- -
Iatad to advance pupile at the age of fifteen or sixteen, there
i8 not one suited to the éomprebension of those betwesn nine
and twelve ; at which time i fs his decided opinlon this branch
should be taken up. Heretofore, the teacher has been obliged
either to make the schelar labor through s work entirely too
difficult for him, to give him exercimes not founded on any
regulay sywtem, or to abandon the bragch altogether—and the
daadvantages of either of thess conrses are ot ouce apparent.
It Ia thin convietinn, fonndad cn the experloncanot enly
of the suthor, but of meny other teachers with whom he has
ecnpulied, that hes lod to the predoctlon of the work mew
offired to the public. I clsims io be a fisst-book in compo-
aition, and Is intended to initivie the beginner, by easy snd
pleasant steps, into that allimpertant, but hitherto generaliy
neglected, art, ' :
A brief secount of the plan and seope of the work may not
be ont of place, Tt presnpposed oo knowledge of grammar,
end is intended to balputintn & puypil's bands, 2z o first-book in
grammar, at whatever age it Js deemed best for him to com-
mence that study ; say from nine to twelve years, secording to
the degres of intellectonl development. In the first fifty pages,
by mesns. of lessona on the inductive wystem, and copions
exercises under eash, he la mode fomilisr with the nature and
use of the differont porta of spoech, eo sa to be able Lo recogaine
them =t once, and to supply them when o sentence is rendered
incomplete by their omission. After this, he 8 prepared to
take wp A more difflentt treatias on grammar; while in this
work he is led to consider the different kinds of elanses aod
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pentences, and Is thus prepared for punctustion, a subject
aot generally treated in elementary books with the consideration
which ita importance demands. The rules for punctuation
have been condensed, arranged on & new plan, and, it fa hoped,
rendered intalligible to all,  Directions on the subject of capi-
tal lettars follow. A Bew pages are mext devoted io roles,
explanations, and examples, for the porposs of enabling the
pupil to form and epell correctly such derivative words as
having, debarring, chatied, and the like, which are not to be
fomnd in distlonarics, and regarding ‘which the pupil is apt to
be lod astruy by the fact thot & change is mede in the primi-
tive word before the addition of a enfliz.

This done, the scholar iy prebared to expreds thoughts W
hig own languege and ha ia now requived to write senteneoy
of every kind, & word being given to suggest an ides for esch:
be is tanght to vary them by menns of different arrangement
and modea of expreagion; to enslyze compennd sentences futo
simple ones, and to combine simple sentences into compound
Beveral lesagna are {hen davoted to the varions kiods of styla,
The easenticl properties, purity, proprichy, precision, clearnces,
strength, hormony, snd unity ere mext treated, examplea for
eorreciion being preseoted vodér each, The different kinds of
composition follow, and, proper salections having been firsl
given a8 spocimens, the pupll is required to compose succes-
sively lettors, descriptions, parrations, biographical sketches,
epsayn, and srgumentative discourses. After this, the three
principal figures recelve attention ; and the work closes with &
list of subjects carefully pelected, arrpged under their proper
heads, and in such 4 way that the insreass in difieulty is very
gradual, The suthor has almed tlu_'aughﬂut- to awnken thonght
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+in the popil, to disciplina his mind, and by pretept end practise
to make him acquainted with the construction of his native
tongue.

The distinotive features of the wark may bo briefy enume.
rated as follows: the development of the principles of compo-
wition in connsetion with thope of prammar; the easy steps by
which It proceeds aocording to the Inductive aystom; the illos.
tration of every point with axercises, not taken, ra hos hitherte
been the general practics, from ihe time-honored text-book of
Mupray; the method of knolyzing subjesta; and tha frequency
of reviewa Suggestions sre seattered through the book, to
which it may be well for the tescher to sttend. The pupil
should, in all cages, prepare himself to answer the questiona i
aach lessom, before he procesds to the exerdise.

With these brief remarke the muthor commits bis work to
his professional brethrem, respecifolly ssking them fo sabmit
it to that practicsl irisl, which is, after all, the only tre test of
# school-book’s valna

New-Youx, Joo 18, 1851,
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