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PREFACE.

Tae Pieces that make up this little Volume were
written in some of the happy hours spent at the Curacy
of Preston, in Sussex, the Village Church of which
Parish forms one of the Sketches in the Collection ;
and the object of ithe Author in bringing together these
brevities, has chiefly been to preserve a record of the
tone of feeling and thoughtful enjoyment which he kept
in exercise for many years during his residence at that
place; a period of life in which “man, following still .
the funeral of the boy,”+ keeps the decaying gladness
and vivacity of the heart alive and dwelling in the
stropger defences of thought apd imaginetion.

A Collection more in number might easily have been
made; yet, as the Pieces would have been found to pos-
sess a uniformity of sentiment, no varied manifestation
of style or character would perhaps bave been produced
by enlarging it. The time and patience of the reader

+ Keble.
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have not, therefore, been taxed by much unnecessary
matter, and only enough given to shew the unforced
fruit of a quiet and happy mind, in its casual disen-
gagements from professional and other pursunits: the
Volume has, therefore, more value from individualities
and. affections, than any arising from poetical or intel-
lectual excellence, and the pleasure of baving it to pre-
sent to those held in Jove and esleem, has been the only
inducement to print it, and with no hope whatever of
praise for any display of skilful or author-like acquire-
ments. - If this unobtrusive and unpublished Volume
should have the good fortune to obtain for its reward
the sympathy of a few gentle and thoughtful minds,
their generous welcome and affectionate acceptance of
it, I should know how ta value above literary distince
tion or more general applause.

CHAY TOWNSEND.
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