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PREFACE.

Gurman is a dificult tongue. ‘Teachers of modern lan-
guages would, I conceive, agree that the command of vocab-
ulary and idiom which can be acquired in French in three
years demands four years in German, In the first two years
little more can be accomplished — I am speaking now of
reading — than the mastery of narrative prose and of the
easier plays of the classic period. To the third year are
usually allotted the major works of Lessing, Goethe and
Schiller, 1 would not for a moment underrate the value of
these as training in literature. They are stimulating and
profitable in the highest degree. But if a student’s formal
study of German ends here, he is left quite unprepared for
the very different task of coping with contemporary literature
of a serious sort. When he attempts to read modern biog-
raphy, history, literary criticism, political and scientific dis-
cussions, — topics that will chiefly engage his attention if he
aims to appropriate the results of German thought and re-
search, — he will find himself face to face with 2 new and
difficult task.

It is to bridge the gap between the German of Goethe and
Schiller and that of the essay, review and editorial of to-day
that this selection aims, Where a place can be found for it
in the present crowded curriculum is a guestion for the in-
dividual teacher to solve. In many cases, in my opinicn, it
might wisely supplant the traditional third-year work, in
others it might supplement it. In any case I feel sure that
there are many teachers who will be glad to avail themselves
of the opportunity to introduce their students to contempo-
rary German prose in its various aspects,
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Iy PREFACE

In making my selection 1 have been governed by the wish
to present a large variety of topics and of styles, even at the
cost of making the table of contents a somewhat miscel-
lanecus one, 1 have therefore not attempted to classify the
material beyond arranging it approximately in order of diffi-
culty. The first half of the Reader is made up of compara-
tively easy selections, some of them very easy, to encourage
sight-reading in class and out, The second half contains
matter distinctly more difficult, I have also tried to make
the selections such as will appeal to the student's interest
and not make too large demands on his general information.
The notes do not attempt to develop all the lines of com-
ment that the text suggests, but simply to supply the most
essential information on the topies discussed. I have used
a free hand in bringing the extracts within the requisite com-
pass and in eliminating matter which would present unprofit-
able difficulty, but the writer’s argument is in every case left
intact.
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