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PREFACE.

-

Tux object of these volumes is to give a popu-
lar outline of the History of Oliver Cromwell, who,
it is allowed on all bands, was, in many respects,
the most extraordinary man that England bas ever
produced. Like all persons who from a low be- -
ginning have risen to elevated rank, he had ardent
friends, and moet violent enemiea ; and hence the
record of his life, in most instances, has either been
an undistinguishing eulogy or a furious invective,
The personal and political animosity which sprang
from the double struggle of the Civil War survived
a long time the events which marked its progress ;
as a proofl of which, we have only to mention the
bitter hatred which was directed against the memory
of Cromwell by the writers who espoused the royal
cause immediately after the Restoration, and who
mmm.wmwma
public mind as long as the Stuart dynasty occupied
the throne. .

But in this 28 in all other instances where the
triumph of faction is carried too far, or where the
cause of truth is sacrificed to the interests of a party,
8 strong reaction took place, a8 soon as the bias was
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removed which had perverted at once the judgment
and the feelings of the people. The men of the
Commonwealth were restored once more to public
favour; the virtues of Hampden, and the patriotism
of Pym, became again subjects of popular venera-
fion; and the ablest writers were not ashamed to
acknowledge, that even the Protector himsell pos-
sessed many high qualities, both as a statesman and
a soldier ; that he increased or maintained the glory
of his country ; and that he wanted nothing to se-
cure for him a place among the most illustrions of
princes but a just title to exercize the power which
he had seized with an armed hand.

# In this case, as in the former, there was mani-
fested a decided tendency to excess. The hypoe-
nisy and dissimuolation of Cromwell were forgotten,
or represented as nothing more than that political
caution which was altogether indispensable in the
difficult circomstances wherein he administered the
government. His ambition, even when it deviated
the farthest from the path of sincerity and honour,
was identified with that honest love of fame which
Wwarms every generous bosom ; or if it was admitted
to be in any respect queaﬁw it was vindicated
as the justifiable feeling of seif-defence, which com-
pels & man to take out of the hand of an enemy the
sword which be is sure would be used against him-
self. Again where it was not possible to throw
upon his character the direct mys of approbation,
ap ofternpt was made to secure for it a favourable
Light, by darkening to the utmost degree the actions
und motives of King Charles the First.




