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THE
CONTINENTAL REFORMATION

PART I, THE GERMAN REFORMATION

CIMAPTER 1
LUTHER—1480-15817

E 1. Luther was born at Eicleben, 10th November 1483,
Neoxt day, at his baptizm, he received the name of Martin,
after the gaint of day. [His parents, Hans and Mar-
garet Luther, were poor fulk, and hard in the bringing
up of their cj:ﬂdrm. Luther remembered the i

that he had from them aa a boy ; “eo that,” said he, *

eevere and harsh life which I led with them was the
reason that 1 sftarwards took refuge in the clpister and
became = monk.” But they knew the value of an educa-
tion, and sent him to school whem “a little child® at
Mansfeld. It was a miserable trmining he got there,
harsh and narrow, though religions in its way. At four-
tesn he was sent on to Mﬁd.ehur% 1447, to the school
of the ‘ Nullbriider," probably the Brethren of the Com-
mon Life ; but he was there no more thaa a yesr. [In
1498 he was removed to Eisenach. Here it wasz that
the poor scholar, with the fine ulto voice, who sang for
hias maintenanee from door to door, attracted the notice
of a lady, Ursuls Cotta. It was his first introduction te
& eocial grade above his own, Eisenach too was rich in
religious foundations ; and bis earliest extant letter shows
him on friendly terms with a house of Franciseans, to
which Frau Cotta's family, as it would seem, had been
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2 THE CONTINENTAL REFORMATION

liberal beuefactors. But he was not to enter religion
yet. Hie university course waa to intervene.

£ 2. Brfart wae the university to which he was sent,
possibly as lying within easy reach of bome. Here he
speut seven years (1501-08), first as a student, then as
a frinr. He matricolated in 1501, took his B. A. in 1602,
and his M.A, in 1505, when he stood second unm;g-}
mn}ltmn m&id&tﬂm w:undﬂiﬂﬂ ;ltd:_ha end i
tha fourtes century, to T u
Grerman |mi1|if|t=,1'||i.ii;iﬂnli:.!F Logic, dialectic and ﬁtﬂ]:u,
followed by a coarse of natoral philosophy, resting not,
as with us, on observation and experiment, but, like the
gtudy of moral philosophy, on the suthority of Aristotle
and his commentators, formed the agual training throo
which Luther would have proceeded to his degree. - It
waa an aducation which did much to caltivate the mentsl

, but little to furnigh the mind, ially under

the rule of Nominalism, then supreme, t rt had
also felt the touch of the new learning then astir in
Germany ; and when Luther was there, the university
had its circle of “poets,” a3 they were called, or teachers
and stedents of polits lettera. Yot he was not one of
them, wor much influenced by them. He learned no
Greak at Erfurt ; and his Latin, while terse and vi
made no ce, as theirs, to scholarly finish, Tha
Latin anthors he read for their subject-matter, not for
their style. Learning ag a whole he sequired for use,
to be applied in practical life or in theology, not for its
own sake. At his father's wish he now began to study
the law ; but that was not his bent. One day, returning
to Erfurt from a visit home, he was overtaken nesr the
village of Btotterheim by a thunderstorm, just at u time
when some intimate friend had recently met with a
violent death. He vowed te enter religion if he should
escaps with his life ; and on 17th July 1505 presented
himself for admission st the Augustinian Convent. Such
was the outer

1t led to an inward sfruggle, hutingﬂwar his ordination
to the priesthood, 2nd May 1607, till he left Erfurt in
the autumn of the following year. Not that he had no
true vocation, nor that the convent was s0 lax in its
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LUTHER—1483-1517 3

as to be distasteful to him. On the contrary,
he thraw himself with devotien into the duties snd studies
of the house. ‘1l was = pigus multi be afterwards
bl i chﬂ’:mk g U i M’

£an 84 avar ik 0 BRYVEI

mﬂhﬂiﬂliﬂl‘ll?ﬁ tﬁﬂ'ﬂgflﬂdtﬂﬂlﬂj]
nd-eamthu:lnwterwinhm known mnrll hmr
witness, For if it had lasted | , I should have
tortured myself to death with wa » praying, read-
ing, and work.” He had agﬂodmnamem but
ﬂmammm:mm;hﬁpprmdlythumm
that, for ell the self discipline and eeremoniz] exactness
which he observed in accordance with the monastic rule
and ideal of holinees, he could neither find acceptance

with God nor peace within, Thus tha inward le
bagan, not between a good will and bad desires i
own, but between his whole being fived in the resolve

to please God and the legaliam of the zystem to which
I:afnru committed. For it was a system which tended
to represent God as an inexorable taskmaster, and so
to leave His servants w:.ﬂ: a perpetusl sense of falling
short of Hin déematids I‘.ﬁyﬁnhﬂi n any point of
its requirements. T{I hh own superiors Lu t{:::* Was
indebted for his deliverance. An old friar iad
him to the article in the Creed, I 'h-al:awar in ﬂwé
ness of wins,” and bade him remember that it ap
hig case. The master of the novices acked Iumwhan
in deep distress, * Do you not know that the Lord has
commaunded us to hope?' But it was to Staapitz, the
Viear-General of hiz er, that Luther owed most, both
aa confessor and friend. Staupitz was one of those
bright exam i 'hu- as in the psalmists attached
to t{nﬁ l..n:;t m] ui' mt{h]]ii;;lﬂm the com-
t rsonal relygion ¥ith loralty io the require-
Eenta':rf nnpfmhrnn! Ijlﬁultam s t'-ﬂmpie{e] Tlllﬂh&ﬁ
He had reconciled in his ewn experience the ceremonial
with the moral. He now taught Luther that the divine
Ll.l:tiﬁthuﬂ been eatisfied in Jesus Christ, and that, could
only belisve in Him, he was free. Thus Luther
learned the doctrine of j’unuﬁutlunh faith from the
best men of the old order whichk be was to overthrow



