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Tre Great Civil War of 1861-5 in the United States will ever hold
a conspicuous place in the world's history, for its magnitude, and as
one inevitable in the moral advancement and civil progress of its
time.

This inadequate portrayal of the remarkable career and character
of Edward Augusms Wild, a cherished son of Brookline, as set forth
in the following pages, with the presentation to the town of his
memorial portrait, May s4th, 18¢34, was not promptad by a too zealous
partisanship or from the partiality of social relations, but because of
his unailoyed patriotism and his signal service in that contention, in
the cause of the Union, and when under its strain the administration
of Abraham Lincoln called for the aid of loyal men.

The initial steps for this presentation were fformally taken by the
following well-known citizens, General Wild's cotemporaries, familiar
with his life, and who thus realized the public duty of giving him
exemplary permanence in the annals of the towh, viz.: Edward
Atkmson, William I Bowditch, John W. Candter, William L. Candier,
Dr. Tappan E. Frzocis, Willard Y. Gross, Charles E. Hapgood,
Martin P. Kennard, Alhert L. Lincoln, Jr., James P. Stearns and
Fergus B. Tamer.

At the meeting of this self-acting commirtes the subject was
delegated to a sub-commiltee with full powers, consisting of Mr.
Kennard, Mr, Lincoln, and Col. William L. Candler.

The suggestions of these gentlemen were readily responded to by
the generous contributions of the citizens at large, and it is gratifying
that the town authorides, in concert with the popular feeling, supple-
mented this action by the publication of the proceedings at the
expense of the town.

M. P. K.

DEcEMBER, 1853,






ADDRESS OF MARTIN P. KENNARD.

Mr. Chairman of the Selechmen, the Trustees of the Public Library,
and Felloue- Citisens .

In conformity with the patriotic and well-timed thought of the
Chandler Post, G. A. R, of this town, that some appreciative
memorial of Brookling’s distinguished son, the late General Kdward
Angustus Wild, should be considercd, & mecting of a number of
our citizens was ¢alled to confer upon the subject.  This conference,
with warm unanimity, deemed it desirable to perpetuate, as far as
possible, the interesting personality of a citizen who had won such
renown, by a commemorative  portrait of him for a gift 1o the town,
to be tendered as a spontaneous aod enduring trihute of his fellow-
citizens to his virtues and walor. 1t was also their wish that this
portmait, with your permission, showld be placed in this hall of the
Pablic Library, in the custody of its Trostees, and to that end the
gmacious duty of s presentation was delcgated to 8 committee
with full powers.

That committee, Mr. Chairman, I have now the honor tw repre-
sent, and while its obligations are in some degree pleasurable, still
the occasion comes tinged with the shadow of another and a more
recent sorrow. He of this committes, and the one of us all who
from his long intimacy and affectionate admiration for his comrade,
having achieved with hitn much signat service in the field, whose
amiable and unselfish interest in this object gave inspiration to his
colleagues, and to whom they looked as the one especially fitted for
this duty, which has now unhappily develved upon me, has, pending
the consummation of this felicity, suddenly been called to join the
innumerabie army that has passed into the infinite silence.

The inseparable names of General Edward A. Wild and Colonel
William L. Candler are thus in the order of events entwined anew

in our regard, and with added reason associated in our local annals,
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Ordinarly, it would he well-nigh superfluens for me, here in
this presence, or indeed in Brookline, to dilate upon the achieve-
ments of General Wild, or otherwise than succinctly allude to his
citizenship and interesting military record.

But, Mr. Chairman, in the swift flight of time a peneration has
passed since the advent of that grievous epoch, when the guns of a
misguided and rebellious State were trained on Fort Sumter, and a
slave-holding oligarchy threw down the gauntiet of war against our
wnion of States and the Presidency of Abraham Linceln; and,
therelore, a brief and incidental mention of General Wild's ex-
tragrdinary career, marked especially by his early enlistment in the
defence of tbe¢ Union, and his nneompromising and patriotic devo-
tion thereto until ite establishment was assured, may be pardoned on
this occasion.

General Wild was descended from old English stock. He was bom
in Brookline, Nov. 25, 1825, and, like his pleasantly remembered
father, the late Charles Wild, M. ID., of this town, was a graduate of
Harvard College. His ¢lass was that of 1344, e studied medicing
and began its practice here 1 1847 He, however, went abroad
for study, and for further hospital cxperience, i 1548, and during a
rejuvenating pedestrian tour in Switzedand was tempted to go down
into Ttaly. Europe was then in the throes of a halting republicanism,
and many dynasties seemed to be tottering. It was an interesting and
exceptional era of political unrest. Louis Philippe had been dethroned,
and France was an incipient republic under the lead of Lamartine
and his associates, while Lonis Napoleon had not yet by his audacity
beguiled that people to accept his presidency, mnder the leverage of
which, in his selfish awmbition to found a dynasty, he subsequently
ustrped political power and grasped the imperal sceptre ! Germany
was struggling for unity and for the setting aside of no end of petty
monarchies and titular creations claiming inheritance of divine right,

* Dirawn Mram the maulidy ralls of Noah's ark.”

Frederick William the Fourth, King of Prussia, and brother of the
future Emperor Wilbam the Fhst, was then busy with the stamping
out of republican fire, and with the expatdation of such political re-




