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INTRODUCTION.

This Annotated List of the Hirda of Oregon ir a thesis which was
presented to the faculty of the Oregon Agricultural Colisge, for the
degree of Master of Helence, by Mr. A. R. Woodeock, As an under-
graduoate student in zoology, Mr. Woodeock was especially interested
in the study of our local bird fauna, and pregented for his graduat-
ing thesis a *List of the Birde of Corvalliz and Vicinity,” which
wag go promising that I supgested that he take ag the major subject
for his Master's degree the work of preparing a list of the birds of
the entire state.

In view of the interest in the study of cur native birds which has
recently been aroused, and wirhing to stimulate tlat intereat as
much as possible, and poarcticularly in view of the close cconomio re-
Iatione which birds bear to the apriculiure and horticulture of the
etate, I feel justitied in recommending that the #list” be published
08 Bulletin Nao. 68 of the Gregon Experiment Station. It is believed
that bird lovers in any part of the siate by & perusal of its pages
will be able to determine what birde are likely to be found in their
partienlar locality, when the various epecies are likely to be pres-
ent, their comparative abundanee, whether they are resident or are
only seen during migrations; and something of their nesting habits
and food relations. It ie believed that teachers will find it of value
in their nature-study work and that [armers and fruit growers by
conanlting its pages may learn gomething of their foathered friends
and foes—especially the former.

No one realizes better than does Mr, Woodcoek, that in all prob-
ability the work containg errore and omissions, Undoubtedly the
names of some birde that should properly be eredited to the state
have been omitted. " Only in & few instances has he Leen able to
verify the lisie and notes of other observers by comparison with
their specimens; hence he should be held responsible only for the
species he has personally abserved or verified, and each of the other
collectors and obeervers should be eredited with their recordsand be
held reeponsible for them. In every instance the autherity for re-
cording & species from a locality is given. The number of observ-
ers, particularly in eastern Oregon, is far too emall for us to expect
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that all birds that cecur in the state have been oheerved and re-

ceorded. Tt is hoped, howeyer, that the publication. of the list will
greatly inerease the nember of sueh observers who will keep acen-
rate notes of what they see, and whe will not hesitaie to place them-
selves in communication with the Agricultural College, to the end
that future lists may e made more ecomplete. Tt {a alsa hoped that
all who notice errors or omissiens in the list will kindly notify us
of them,

Oregon is o large state, sxtending as it does nearly three hundred
miles from north to south and four hundred from east to west. Its
ranpe of elevation extends from sea level to the perpetually snow
covered pesks of the Cascades nearly twelve thousand feet above.
Its average annual rainfall varies from whout eleven inches in parts
of eastern Oregon to ninety-two inches in the northweslern part.
It includes within itz buorders life-zones ranging from the Arctie-
Alpine throogh the Hudsopian, the Capsdian, the Transition and
the Upper Austral. Representatives of the bird fauna of cach of
these zones occur within our borders, henee it 1s reasonabile to expect
that when fully known the bird fauns of the state will be found to
be unusnally rich. Mr, Waoodeack lists about 325 speeies a& ocenr-
ring within our borders. Ib comparison, it may be stated that
Cooke ligts 387 pocics from Colorsdo, Brunner lists 415 apecies from
Nebraska, and Cook 832 specics from Michigan, 1t would scem,
therefore, thet 4 conslderabls number of gpecies that occur within
our borders are still unrecordad,

The arrangement adopted has been that of the American Orni-
thological Unton Check Liet, and the number preceding the name
of each specios ie the check liat number,

In an appendix at the end of the list is published the “Bird Lawe®
of Oregon, and in the index those species which are known to be
especially injurious fromi the gtandpoint of the farmer and fruit

grower are printed in heavy fueed type.
A. B. CORDLEY.
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