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PREFACE.

Tre first edition of this unpretending little
volome met & more ready sale, obtained a wi-
der ecirculation, snd -was received with more
eneral favor than either the author or the pub-
ishers felt encouraged toexpect. It is believed
that a second edition is called for; while it is
modestly hoped that the book will thus be more
widely extended, and, through the blessed doc-
irine to which it is devoted, be the means of
bearing instruction and comfort to some minds
that need to be taught the way of life and peace.
We have labored not to diminish, but to in-
erease the faith of the Christian—not to disprove
certain forms of doetrine which we believe to
be erroueous, but to inculeate the truth of God.
Whatever errors we may hold, and whatever
fanlts we may commit, we feel a deep and
strong persuasion that Usiveassvism embraces
all the great leading principles of the Gospel of
Christ, and is the only doctrine known in the
world that can fully satisfy the desires of the
humen soul, and meet all the wants of our spiri-
tual pature, It is this persuasion that nerves
us to our work, and enables us to bear with
patience even the revilings of such as “op
themselves,” and war against a doctrine the
most friendly to their own imterests. God
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vi PREFACE,

has signally blessed our feeble efforts; and we
now see rn every Protestant denomination
around us the sure indications that truth is ad-
vancing, and that the time is not far distant
when the spirif and the principles of Univer-
salism will be felt and acknowledged where the
name may still be reproached. :

The first intention of the author of this book
was merely to furnish a few articles for a peri-
odical publication, giving the prineiples, reasons
and proofs of the Universalist’s faith. Butin
an early stage of this labor, and at the sog-
gestion of & friend, it was determined so to ex-
tend the plan as to bring together a sufficiency
of matter to com a small volome. The limits
assigned to the book have rendered it necessa-

that brevity should be observed in the con-
sideration of several important points of doc-
trine, and that others which seemed to demand
attention should be entirely omitted. It was
designed that the doctrine of the Trinity should
be igtroduced and examined at considerable
length ; but it was soon perceived that the en-
tire plan could not be executed within the lim-
its prescribed; and it was thought that this
particular topic could be omitted with as much
propriety as any other. We ose to exam-
ine thisdoctrine in & small work hereafier to be

ublished, and which will probably be entitled
g‘ke Theology of Universalism.

It is not unlikely that the reader will detect
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some want of connexion, as well as perceive the™
very unequal length of several of the follow-
ing chapters. The work was originally hurried
through the press, a part being in the hands of
the printer before the remainder was written.
But though we have correeted some errors that
oceurred in the first edition, it is not thought
best so far to revise the work asto alter the ar-
rangement of the chapters, We have, however,
added to this edition a chapter, entitled “The
Great Consummation,” in which, we trust, will
be found some facts and arguments which to
the general reader may prove interesting and
instructive, and seemed nécessary to complete
the plan and objects of the work. 'The hook
will not pretand to abide unharmed the search-
ing glance of the eritic. It is designed to make
known to such as need the information, wheat
Universalists believe, and why they believe.—
And in the hope that it may tend, in some small
degree, to the accomplishment of this desirable
object, and with fervent prayers that the bless-
ing of God may attend it wherever it shall go,
it 13 humbly submitted by a servant and lover
of man.



INTRODUCTION.

Tue object of this work is to give a brief
statement of the principal articles of Universal-
ist belief, and of the reasons by which they are
supported. Tam well aware that this labor has
been repeatedly performed, and far more ably
than the reader hasany good reason to suppose
that it will now be executed. But 1 write
chiefly for the benefit of those who are yet
unacquainted with the doctrine of Universal-
ism, and itz upanswerable proofs. There are

many such seattered throvghout the land; and
" we haveTteason to hope that the present under-
taking may be the means of enlightening some
minds which might otherwise still remain inig-
norance of what we really believe. This unpre-
tending little volume may reach some places
where but few, perhaps none of our numerous
publications have ever been known. And it is
possible that it may containmatter entirely new to
some who shall read it, and become the instru-
ment in the hands of God of leading them into
the enjoyment of that blessed Goseer, which is
"good] tidings of great joy, that shall be to all
people.”?

It may alse be observed that new converts are
constantly coming into our churches; and we
roay suppose that they are desirous to obtain a
clear nding of the grounds of our faith,




