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PREFACE.

NeasRLY thirty years ago was written, and ten
years afterwards printed, for private circulation,
a book entitled * Christianiem; or, Belief and
TUnbelief Reconciled.” From the introduction
to that book, with a few variations, is extracted
the greater part of the first gection of this Pre-
face.
There are thousands of persons in England,
88 well as in other countries, who appear to be
of no religion; who are certainly not of any of
the established opinions; and who join in no
sort of worship, public or private. These per-
sons are of all classes, Formerly they were con-
fined to the more educated ; but of late years
they have spread among all the others. Itis
admitted, at the same time, that great numbers
of persons of this description enjoy the most re-
spectable characters; are just in their dealings;
beloved by their friends; and fit to set an ex-
ample to society in every respect but this one.
It is not so well kmown, certainly not so often
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admitted, that, however deficient these persons
may be with respect to any visible religion, there
are multitudes of them who have a strong sense
of religion at heart; who make enquiries on
the subject in all directions, vainly secking
gpiritual satisfaction; and who are thus driven
" to wish that they were in possession of some
form of religion of their own, not inconsistent
with those exalted notions which they enter-
tain of the Divine Spint of the universe, and
of the duties of beneficence. A great reverence
for the character and intentions of the Founder
of Christianity is common among them, though
they take care to distinguish their opinions of
him from those which have been dictated by
theologians.

By a form of religion not inconsistent with
these sentiments, is meant one free from con-
tradiction to the best ideas of moral goodness.
In the service of the church, speaking of it as a
whole, including the seriptural as well as eccle-
sinstical portions, nothing is to be desired in
point of eloguence. It is often affecting, often
majestic, always nobly and simply written. The
authors of it, both ancient and modern, were in
earnest, and bronght to their tasks a great por-
tion of natural humanity, as well as certain in-
duced feelings not so worthy of it as they sup-
posed, though equally caleulated to make an
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impression upon existing states of the human
mind. But not to mention other difficulties in
the way of making a selection from this service,
those very feelings, which were thought so es-
gential a part of devotion, express, and mix up
with better thinge so many rude and mistaken
passions, and involve contradictions, both divine
and human, g0 incompatible with the present
advanced state of kmowledge and love of good,
that they are found to be no less barbarous in
the eyes of simplicity and common sense, than
in those of & philosophy the most subtle. The
man nnsubdued by the force of habit, and the
child before he is made to take words for ideas,
are equally qualified to refute some of their
gravest dogmas, The very congregations who
repeat them, are compelled, from time to time,
by the progress of resson, to soften the mean-
ing of them in their own minds; till at length
a persuasion comes up, that profession and be-
lief are different things, and that it is necessary
in this world to say one thing and mean an-
other ;—an insincerity, the dangerof which is evi-
dent, and which has been extremely pernicious,

The book entitled “Christianism,” was in-
tended, in defanlt of a better, to supply the want
which so many of this portion of the communi-
ty have felt. A sense of duly may be kept
alive in the bosoms of individuals without any



