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At an adjourned meeting of ihe Citizens of Boston, assembled
to take into consideration the propesed increase of dubies,
especially upon Woollen Goods, the Committee heretofore
appointed, having had the subject under consideration, ask
leave fo submit the following

REPOR'T:

Taar they have had varions meetings upon the subject referred to them,
and, as far as their meaps of information wonld permit, have collected a
variety ol faets, and taken such vicws of the subject, a3 appeared to them
best ealealated Lo fllostrate the impolicy and injusuce of any further in-
crease of the existing burihensome dutles on dmported articles, and espe-
cially the injurions conzequences (o the commuenity af Tape, of further do-
tiex om imported Woollen Goods,  These facts, views and illostrations ane
embodied in the form of 2 more cxtended report, which is herewith aub.
mitted.  Your Committee aro wware of i pecidiardy dillicult position,
which this question is now placed, by the sceidental, if not desigte] con-
nexion of this sabject, under the specion: name of the Aserican Sysiom,
with certain controverted political questions, between which and that syz-
tem, your Committee belisve there is no owtural or necessary relation, On
thiz ground, apd congidering Low widoly many of the eitivens of the United
States are divided opon these questions, and the injurions influence which
party zeal and political prejudice are fikely to exert apon 2 question whicl
ought to be dispassionately considered and decided upon its own merits,
your Committee have hesitated in dociding whether it b5 expedient ot the
présent time to bring the subject before the publie.  But considering the
mportance at ull times of establishing just and sound principlez of peneral
pﬂﬁ‘.':-;', of counteracting those erroneons impreasions, which might be made
by misrepresentations often repeated and never questioned or corrected,
of endeavouring to enlighten the public mind w the true state of the ques-
tion, and os far oz can be done by collocting and presenting vseful informa-
tion, to give a right tone to public opinion and a right direction to public
medsures, without regard to the question, what men shall preside or what
party shall predominate in the councils of the nation; and considering
also the importance of shewing that the general voice of New England is
nat in favour of the restrietive and probibitory system, your Committee
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have thought it advisible at least, that a full, deliberate and dispassionate
exhibition of the views of those opposed to that system, should be brought
before the public, st the present time ; and thal a temperate Memorial,
expressive of these views, should be laid before Congress at the ensuing
season. They have therefore prepared the draft of a Memorial for that
purpose, which is herewith submitted. In conelusion, they re olly
recommend the adoption of the following Resolutions :

Rezolved, That in the present state of the Agricelture, Manufactures
and Commerce of the United States, i would be unjust, impolitic, and in-
consistent with the best interests of the community, to impose further and
higher duties upon imparted articles generally, and more particolarly upon
mmported Woollen Goods.

Resolved, T'hat a Memorial w Congress, expressive of these views, be
submitted to those gitizens who coneur in them, for thelr signature; and
that the Committee heretofore appoinied, be requesied to circulate such
Memorinl, and, to cause the same, when signed, to be presented.

Hesolved, That the more extended Report herewith presented, be print-
vid wnder the direction of th swme Comanittes, for the use of the members
of this meeting, and for the information of the citizens generully, and that
the: Committer cause the same to be distibuted in such manner as they
may judge best calenlaied W promote the views of thiz meeting.

Which 15 respectiylly submitted by the Committee,

NATHANIEL GODDARD,)
LEMUEL 3UAW,
ISaAC WIKSLOW,
WILITAM GOUDARD,
ENOCH SILERY,
TITOMAR W. WARD,
EDWART CRIUFT,
LOT WHEELWRIGHT, Y Cossurres
HEKRY LEE,

I, D. SHEPHIRD,
BAMUEL SWETT,
WILLIAM FOSTER,
BANIEL F. PARKER,
JOSEFH BARER,
BAMUEL €. GRAY,

‘Phis Moport was unanimously adepted by dhe meeting,

Foted, That the Commiiics be requesied to earry the above Resclations fute effect, sud to
eorrespond with gentlemen in olber parte of the cokntey, inviting their co-operation,

NATHANIEL GODDARD, Chairman.
WILLIAM HALES, Secretary.

Foson, Nevender 30, 1627,




REPORT.

Vour Commitiee beg leave to report, that in the duty assigned
them they have thought proper 1o cosline their attention, (as the best
means of accomplishing the end of their appointment,) 1o an examina-
tion of the claims of the Manulacturers, 1o the contemplated increase
of the duties on woollens, and the effecis which may be cxpected o
follow, on the attainment of that object. We are oot unmindlul,
that what we are aboui to say, may lay us open to those charges,
which are eonstantly made, either direedy or by implication, ageinst
all the opponents of the probibitory system, as enemies to domestic
industry,® hostile to the ¢ American System,” as influgnced hy
a spirit of faction towards e government—and 4 united with
others in " ndeavonrs 1o defeat the re-lection of the present chief
Magistrate.”  We shall not however he deterred on that aceaont,
from expressing our views on [his subject, in the hope, if we de
nothing more, of rescuing ourselves from the hmputation of being
classed among the supporters of an wnwise and enjust policy. We
deny however in the most distinet and voreserved manner any such
molives, which may be artributed 1o us,  The subject we are aboul to
discuss, has in reality no conpection whatever, with the question to
which we have alluded, aod we tesrer, that parly men for purposes
of their own, and in viler disregard (o the lerests of their immadi-
ate constituents, and still more so, to the nationn] peace and welfare,
should have mingled them together. The suceess or failure of the
candidate for the Presideney, may be of great moment to the coun-
try, and siill greater, to those partizans whose political fortunes are
depending on that event 3 buot to the pation at large, the evil or the
gooil, which may arise out of the choice of the one, or the rejection
of the other, can only be of a temporary and limited imporiance com-
pared with the wise and just disposition of a question on which
our whole foreign and domestic poliey turns, and which may, in
its pongequences, afiect the stability and happiness of the union,
for ages to come. We know there are many, who, agreeing with us,
in oup general views of the subject, will suy we over-rate its impor-

* Bostan Circular Committer Woollen Manofetrurerd. Nav, Tih, 18246,
¥ Clay's Letter to Mavaville Cotmittes, July 4th, 1827,
1
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tance, but they come to this conclusion we think, because they will
not examine the nature and present state of the question, and its fu-
Lure consequences,

We deny also, any thing like hostility to the manufacturing inter-
ests, [t would indeed evince & most extraordinary degree of folly,
il any ene in this quarter, should entertain such a sentiment towards
an iuterest, which in all its hranches invelves such o vast amount of
eapital sl Jabour, as to affect the welfare ol every man in the com-
munity, whatever may be his condition, or ecircumstances ; and it
would be sill more absurd to imngine such feelings should exist, in a
committee, part of whom ore themselves manufacturers, and they
srain representing an assombly containing some of the most wealthy
and intelligent of that eloss. Tt is not then so much a question of be-
ing friendly or unfriendly to mauufactures, as o question of resisting
absurd nnd unjust expedients for promoting them.  We not only dis-
avow all unfriendly (eelings o manafictures, but we profess not to
yield 1o the wmost zealous of their advocates, in an estimate of the
benefits which may be anticipated {rom their extension and success.
We consider them ag furaishing vne of tho grest staple employments
for the =kill, capital and labour of New England, standing at this wo-
ment second in importance to agriculiure, but prospectively of still
ereater consequence ;o and of all the various hranches of them, we
deem that of woollens the most advaotageous, first, because of its
magnitude—azain, beeause it comparisan with cottons and many
others, it depends move on maneal labour, of which compared with
other sectivns of the counlty we bave o superfluity,  Sill more, as it
promotes the growth of a saple, pecoliarly svited to the soil of New
England. It is ou that very account, we are desirous of seeing this
manufacture placed oo a solid and permanent footing—to see it ox-
tend and fourish, not however by lepislative contrivances, bot by that
inerease of skill and capital, which we aro fast allaining, and the
want of which, as we conceive, wow constitutes the only obstacle to
itz success, under # lower duiy than it now enjoys. We repeat,
we desire most carnostly, that woollen and all other maoufactures
may succeed, not by violent unwhalesome stimmolants, which =erve
rather to exhaust, than vourish them, not by a system of excessive
and unjust taxation, which many of the most intellizent manulacturers
themselves neither think just nor necessary, but by such reasonable
encouragement as will be cheerfuliy borne, in those sections of the
country vot immediately benefitted by therm.  We are anxious to see
manufactures placed on that ground, which will cause them to be
held in equal favour, with all the other great branches of industry,
and like them to rest on the skill and industry of those who are en-
gaged in those pursvits, and not on governmental bounties, which im-
pose heavy burdens on one poction of the nation, for the benefit of
anather, and which will serve to make the very name of domestic
manufactures, hateful to these on whom we must chiefly depend for
their consumption, and support.
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T'his then is a question of national policy, and stands disconnected
in our minds, from all considerations of parties. Tt bas no relation to
the great question, which now divides the country, and must be argued
and settled on its own merits, without reference to any thing but the
genaral welfare.

It is, as all must admit, a question of great moment in itsell, more
especially to the poor and middling ranks, as affecting essentially the
eost of one of the first necessevies of life—next in value and impor-
tance to bread ifself; but of far greater consequence, as leading to
the adoption and establishment ofa system of restrictions, and prohi-
bitinns, nat only at variance with that Bherab and sound policy, cocval
with our pationnd existence, and onder which we fourizhed in the
miost unexampled degree, but wholly inconsistent with the principles
of our {ree constitution.

The avowed objeet of the woollen inanuofacturers as evinced in their
memorials and other publications, and as still more foreibly manifest-
ed io the tariff which passed the Ifouse of [leprezentatives, the last
Session of Congress, is to protect thewselves by a tax of from 38 per
cent 1o 139 per ceat, on the aation at large, sgainst all foreign cown-
petition. The injustice of sueh pretensions, is so obvious, that it
seems needless to comment on them 3 and the woollen inanufacturers
themselves were so much zlive 1o this in other cases, that with an in-
consisteucy frequently exbibited by men, eager in pursuit of their own
interests, and regardless of those of all mhers, that at the very mo-
ment, they were callivg for this enermouns duty in their own favour,
they resisted a small additon oo bhemp and frou, articles more nec-
essary to the national secarity, than their own, and which, with the
required increase, would then have siood at less rates of duties, than
woollens now enjoy.  T'lis fact is on vecord, and has been remark-
ed upon, al various meelings, held for the promotion of manufactores,
since the adjournment of congress, and by men, who were themselves
friendly to further protecting doties.

We believe the wool-growars themselves, whose interests the man-
ufaeturers affect so much arxiety to promote, have no better reason
1o be satisfied with! their ireatment; at least, that portion of them,
who are acquainted with the views and proceedings, of their repre-
sentatives in Congress,

That the interests of the slieep farmer wereabandoned, has been as-
serted by Mr. Bochanan, Mr. Stevenson, and other members of Con-
gress, some of whom weye friendly to further protecting duties, and
this has been confirmed by the public declarations of some of the
most intelligent men extensively engaged in that branch of agri-
culture, and indeed, must be apparent to every one who examines the
provisions of the Woallen Bill.

It must not however be understood, that we advocale more duties
on Wool or any other articles ; our uh]eut is to show the exclusive
spirit which governs the wovements of the woollen manufacturers.
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The language they hold while secking to obtam the aid of other man-
ufacturers, is, * prohibit all artieles which can be procured at home ;"
but the application of this prineiple, they would confine to their own
benefit.

We are aware, that the woollen manufacturers have had the ad-
dress to identify in appearance, thelr intevests with these of the man-
ulaciuring elasses generally 5 but those who have autended to their
proceedings as well as professicns, must, we think, be convinced,
that it is as much for the advantage of all other manulactorers, to re-
sist the pretensions of this favoured body, as it is for the farmer, mer-
chant, mechanie, labourer and citizens generally, whose interests will
all be deeply injured, by yielding o their demands.

The supporters and partizans of the prohibitory policy have, as it
iswell known, endeavoured to prepossess the public mind in their fa-
vour, by eirculating a great number of publications, and filling, for
twelve months past, neacly alb the newspapers of New England, with
the most exagzerated staternents, vod plausible arguments, vead and
repeated, in lown and county meeliogs, in conventions, in congress
and elsewhers, apd urged, we most say with a zeal and violence,
uncominon in men conscions of a just eause,~while on the other
band, very little bas been done io this quarter, to place the merits of
the case fairly before the public, disernbarrussed of those fallacies
and misrepresentations, with which its artful advocates bave sur-
rounded it

Yoor Committes have read with woch attention, those memoaorials,
speeches, essays and other publications on the subject which appeared
most worthy of votice, and solunit their remarks on such storements
and arguments, as bave the strangest bearing oo the question, and
on which the Woollen Manulacturers themselves, appear ehielly 1o
rely, lor the support of their extenvagaut, and as appears to us, unjust
demunds,

Sncrion 1. The American woollen manofacturers contend, that
the British manulaeturers, with the advantage of larger capitals, more
perfeet machinery, lower price of labour and materials, and a great-
er axperience and skill, are enabled to undersell thom, notwithstand-
ing the protecting charges of 57 per cent which they now enjoy
against foreign importations 3 awd they in consequence, ask for a
further increase of duty, which would carry the rate 1o an average
perhaps of 80 per cent, and make the whole protecting charges 99
per cent.  If what is here alleged be true, to the extent they would
have us infer, there canmot be imagined any stronger arguments,
against engaging in a competition so entirely hopeless ; and the man-
ufacturers who must geoerally have been as well acquainted witl all
these circumstances ten years ago, a5 they now are, have shewn an
unwarrantzble degree of improdence, in extending their business
from ten millions 10 forty millions of dollars, as they assert they have
done, since 18146,



