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JusT a year ago, speaking as president
of the Harvard alumni, T quoted Lowell's
famous definition of a university as a place
* where nothing useful is taught.” T fear
that this pregnant sentence would now be
generally regarded as little more than an
amusing paradox and that even here in
Cambridge its wit and humor and deep
underlying truth are somewhat dimmed.
So I quote it once more because I would
fain say a word in behalf of the “ useless ”
things which were cnce the main if not the
sole object of all university education but
which have now been pushed aside and
which in these enlightened days are treated
with kindly contempt as little better than
the harmless pleasures of lovers of futile
learning.
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