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:E-H’ TAIN OAKLEY wos an officer th the arpy.
He was 2 man of an eseellent privare character,
ammphle munners, and well disposed towards rcl-
giom, thaugh wot yel acyoainted wilb its real nature,
AR five-nd-thirty, be mucried o Ly of & characier
eongenial t bis uwiy, thowah more advanced in her
religious atteinments; aod for nine yewrs sho was
the eampanmn ol all his (suvels, which bad sever
yet extended beyopd 1he Uniled Eingdoms.

At the end of that peried she was wttucked with
a disense which speedily lermionted her life. She
died, enjoying the bopes and coneolations of n
Christian, lenving behind her o son, aged eight
years, and & daoghter, aged =six, in whose tender
minds she had labawred to implant such pure prine
ciples of religion as 1hey were enpable of receiving.

L]
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A few weeks after Mrs, Qukley's denth, the regi-
ment of the aMicted father was ordered (o 1the East
Indies. Captain Oskley wos on this eccasion n
extreme perplexity respecting his fulure plaps: o
leave the army at sucl o time, with liatle or no
provision yel made for bis family, be thought in-
consistent with his duty; at the same time be felt
st & loes what arrangrments 1o make for his chil-

dren.

While his mind was thus agiiated, he recereed,
onc motning, twoo letters, from which 1 shall
matke some extrects.  The fit wes from hes cl-
drst brother, who was in the chorch; it was ax
.\.EI:IHI:'IHI!.:—

“ Ay pram BnoTuer,

“ You well koow, vher ever since the death of
my highly respected sister-in-law, you have been
coutinually io my lhoughts, and daily in my
prayers:  But 1 felt that 1 cowldd do motking elss
for you. Since, however, [ have heard that your
repiment 15 ardered abroad, it bas occurred to me,
that il you have any thouphis of Rccompanying it,
which, on some accounts, yeo may probably think
desirable, it might be a convenience to you i 1
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were [0 undertake the charge of my little nephew
and godson James,

“ IF you dengn him for a soldier, you must give
me particular direclions rospecting his education ;
if you should like 1o make o country clergyman of
him, | could keep hitn vnder my own eye 1ill his
collega days bepin. My parish, my siody, and my
garden, you koow grc cvery thing te mey but sull
1 1bink I ¢onld make the clild happy, for we have
pouliry, dogs, and cats ahout the bouose, Howers in
abundance in the gardens, apples in the orchard,
afjireels in the wouds, and piclures in the siady 3
gnd, u3 his ape cipens, T oadogdit gk, with God's
Liessing, that he will learn to 1ake pleasare im my
kabite und pursuits, in which, indced, [ Gnd swbund-

ance of prace.

“ [ wish | cogld ofer to take his sister, but, you
know, [ bave neither wifo nor sister, and my old
housckecper, I am suce, is not Bited 1o taio a Lijtle

girl. ¥

The atber letter was from o fiest eousin of Cap-
tain Oakley's, with whom, in his younger days, he

hiul been in hobits of iniimacy, and he remembered
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her @5 & Jively good-natured gicl.  She had been
mertied Giteen yoard to & pentleman of easy foriune
and great respeetability, who resided st Reading.
Sioce her marliagﬁ, 1he eantinval ::h.u.lagn iaf |:|:||':|'-_'
to which Captain Oakley’s profossion had subjected
him, had prevepted hiz ever mesting M. Dan-
vers, but he bad beaed, Mewm different prople, that
she wai much respected o the place where she
liwed, sod was considered us a very good soft ol
woman,—We ashall copy nearly the whole of her

letter :—

“ My pEaw Cousin,

* Dhor nnglent Friemdship, of at lenst twenty vears
stamding, does nor peemit me o el uninterested in
yuur late trenbles. I have severul times sat down
o wnle to yoo, bul ur ptercolrse has been so
long interrugpted, and I Blt myself wo jggoranl of
the circomstances in which you mere placed, that
[ bordly kpew how to address you.  Accident,
however, has lbefriended me: & geolleman, who
bod lately seen you, was, luckily, my next neigh-
bour veslerday, when dining al o fricnd’s house,
ard from him 1 beard all about you.

“ 1 understand your regiment ia ordered to the
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Fast Indies, and cettainly you will not lose so goad
an opportuoily of making o provisian for your
childeen ; for you knew nobody returns poor trom
[ndia.

Wahould you feel happy in trusting me with
your little girl during your absenced 1 always
foved ¢hildren, thouah 1 beve none of my own.

[ promise yoo thot I will try net to spoil her.

“ [ eannol engiee 1¢ umderizhe Ler edveation
when <he i post beiog o playtaing: for the con-
fenement necespey for such a porpose woold not
asrea with my health and Mr. Dunrerss cnmage-
ments.  Bul should yun wel be returied by that
time, there i= & mosl excellent sehoal, in 2 charme-
ing airy situation, within & meming's drive of my
hoose, kept by o very clever semsible woman,
where I eould send the dear girl. T could overlock
ber bealth and moals myself, and make her bappy
in the bolidays.

* Lauppose you will leave your son at school, aml
| should be bappy af any fime o receive him in
his vacation. If you accept my offer, [ will meet your

dunghter in London at any time you will name.”



