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DESCRIPTION
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SECTION FIRST.

TIEW OF THE COUNTLY AS FORMED BY H.i.'!‘i:l'%l.

At Luceme, in Switzerland, is shewn a Model
of the Alpine country which encompasses the
Lake of the four Cantons. The Spectator as-
cends a little platform, and sees mountains, lakes,
glaciers, rivers, woods, waterfalls, and vallies,
with their s, and every other object con-
tained in them, lying at his feet ; ail things being
represented in their appropriate colours. [t may
be easily conceived that this exhibition affords
an exquisite delight Lo the imagination, tempting
it to wander at will from valley to valley, from
mountain to mountain, through the deepest re-
cesses of the Alps. But it supplies also a more
substantial pleasure: for the sublime and beau-
tiful region, with all its hidden treasures, and
their bearings and relations to each other, is
thereby comprehended and understood at once.
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9 YALES DIVERGING FROM

Something of this kind, without touching upon
minute details and individualities which would
only confuse and embarrass, will here be at-
tﬂm}iﬂ_n ms;ﬂect to the Lakes in the north of

¢ veles and mountains encl

and surrounding them. ‘The delineation,
tolerably executed, will, in some instances, com-
municate to the tmw.rnller, who has already seen
the nl:ue:..m, new information; and will assist in
giving to his recollections 8 more orderly ar-
rangement than his own opportunities of chserv-
mﬁlmu; have permitied him to make; while it

be stll mm‘e useful to the ﬁ;ture traveller,
by directing his attention st once to distinctions
in things which, without such Emmus aid, a
lm:lgth of time U.I:I]F could enable him to discover,
It is hoped, also, that this Essay may become
generally serviceable, by leading to habits of more
exact and considerate observation than, as far as
the writer knows, have hitherto been applied to
local scenery.

To begin, then, with the mmn outlines of the
country ; — I know not how to give the readera
distinct image of these more readily, than by
requesting to place himself with me, in
imagination, upon some given point; let it ba
the top of either of the mountains, Great Gavel,
or Scawfell; or, rather, let us suppose our sta«
tion to be a cloud hanging midway between
those two mountaing, at not more half a
mile’s distance from the swmmit of each, and
not many yards above their highest elevation ;




A COMMON CENTRE. 5

we shall then see stretched at our feet 8 nomber
of vallies, not fewer than eight, diverging from
the point, on which we are supposed to stand,
like spokes from the nave of a wheel. First,
we note, lying to the south-east, the vale of

«* which will conduct the eye to the
long of Winandermere stretched nearly to
the sea; or rather to the sands of the vast ba;.r
of Morcamb, serving here for the rim of this
imaginary wheel ; — let us trace it in a direction
from the south-east towards the south, and we
shall next fix our eyes upon the vale of Co=
niston, rupning u ﬁkuwme from the sea, baut
not (as all the other vallies do) to the nave of
the wheel, and therefore it may be not inaptly
represented as a broken spoke sticking in the
rim. Looking forth again, with an inclination
towards the west, we see immediately at our feet
the vale of Duddon, in which is ne Jlfﬂke, but &
copious stream winding among fields, rocks, and
mountains, and terminating its course in the
sands of Duddon. The fourth vale, next to be
observed, viz. that of the Esk, is of the same
general character as the last, F'et beautifully dis-
criminated from it by peculiar features. Its
stream under the woody steep upon which
stands Muncaster Castle, the ancient seat of the
Penningtons, end after forming a short and

* Anciently spelt Langden, and so called by the old in-
habitants to this day — from which the latter part of
the word is derived, being in many parts 6f England a name
for a valley. " i
B



