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PREFACE.

a

Ox the 14th of August, IHIE,' the fuIInwin;g
‘advertisement appeared in most of the daily
Jpopers.

“ Rebuilding of Drury Lane Theatre.

% The Committee are desirous of promoting
a free and fair competition for an Address to
be spoken upon the opening of the Theatre,
which will take place on the 10th of October
next, They have therefore thought fit to an-
nounce to the public, that they will be glad 1o
. -receive any such compositions, addressed to
their Secretary, at the Treasury Office, in
Drury Lane, on or before the. 10th of Sep-
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tember, senled vp; with a distinguishing
word, number, or motto on the cover, corres-
ponding with the inseription on a separate
senled paper containing the name of the au-
thor, which will net be opemed unless con-
taining the name of the snccessful candidate.”

Upon the propriety of this plan, men’s minds
were, a3 they, usually are upon matters of mo-
ment, much divided. Scme thought it a fair
promise of the futore intention of the Com-
mittee to abolish that phalanx of authors whe
nsurp the stage, to the exclusion of a large
assortment of dramatic talent bloshing unscen
in the back ground ; while others contended,
that the scheme would prevent men of real
eminence from descending into an amphithe=
atre, in which all Grub Sireet {that is to say,
all London and Wesuminster) would be arrayed
against them. The evenr has proved both
parties to be in a degree right and in a degree
wrong. One hondred and rwelve addresses
have been sent in, each sealed and signed,
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_and mottoed, “ as per order,” some written by
men of great, some by men of little, and some
by men of no talent.

Many of the public prints have censured
the taste of the Commitiee, in thus conlracts
ing for Addresses, as they would for pails-—
by the gross; but it is sarprising that none
should have censured iheir femerity. One
hundred and eleven of the Addresses musl of,
course, be unsuccessful : to each of the avp-
thors, thus infallibly classed with the genus irri-
tabile, it would be very hard lo deny siz
staunch friends, who consider his the best of all
possible addresses, and whose tongues will be
as ready to laud bim, as to hiss his adversary
These, with the potent aid of the Bard himself,
make seven foes per address, and thus will be
created seven hundred and seventy seven ims
placable auditors, prepared to condemn the
strains of Apollo himself; a band of sdversa-
ries which no prodent mansger would think
of exasperating.
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Butleaving the Committee to enecunter the
responsibility they have incurred, the public
bave at least to thank them for ascertaining
and establishing one point, which might other-
wise have admitted of contzoversy. When it
-is considered that many amateur writers have
‘been discouraged from becoming competitors,
and that few, if any, of the professional authors
can afford to write for nothing, and of course
have not been candidates for the honorary
prize at Drury Lane, we may confidently pro=
nounce, that as far as regards number, the
present is undoobtedly the Augustan age of
English poetry. Whether or not this dis-
tinction will be extended to the quality of its
productions must be decided at the tribunal of
posterity, though the nataral anziety of our
authors on this score ought to be considerably
diminished, when they reflect how few, will in
gll probability, be had up for judgment.

It is not necessary for the Editor to mention
the mananer in which he became possessed of

1
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this “ fair sample of the present state of
poetry in Great Britain.” It wes his first
intention to publish the whole, but a little
reflection convinced him that, by so doing, he
might depresa the good without elevating the
bad. He has therefore culled what had the
appearance of flowers from what possessed
“the reality of weeds, and is extremely sorry
that, in 8o doing, he haa diminished his collec-
‘tion to twenty-one. Thoee which he has re-
Jeeted mey possibly make their appearance
in & separate volume, or they may be ad-
‘mitted as volunjeers in the files of some of
the newspapers ; or at all eveats they are sure
of being received among the awkward squad
of the Magaxines. In general they bear a
clase resemblance to ecch other:—thirty of
them coatain extravagant compliments to the
immortal Wellington, and the indefatigable
Whitbread, and as the last mentioned gen-
tleman is said to dislike praise in the exact
proportion in which he deserves it, these
landatory writers have probably been only
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building & wall, n.,gmnl-t which they might ron
their own heads.

The editor here begs leave to advance a few
words in behalf of that useful and much abused
bird the Pheenix, and in 50 doing he is biased
by no partiality, as he assures the reader he
not only never saw one, but (mirabile dictu )
never caged cope in a simile in the whole
course of his life. No less than sixty-nine of
the competitors have invoked the aid of this
native of Arabia; but as from their manner
of using him, after they had caught him, he
does not by any means appear to have been &
native of Arabia Feliz, the editor has left the
proprietors to trest with Mr. Polito, and
-refused to receive this roara avis, or black
-swan, into the present collection, One ex-
ception cccurd, in which the admirable treat
meat of Lhis feathered incombustible, entitles
the author to great praise i—thar address has
been preserved, and in the ensuing pages
takes the lead, to which its digoity enti-
tles it.



