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DEDICATION,

To Mrs. BARA T. D: ROBINSON,
Chakriidore, LawnrEsCR, KANSAS—
ATAM :—Dermit mef fo dedicate these humble pases,
relating to the pioneer bistory of your great and pros-
perous State, 1o vour kindly cave. You were identified
with all the carly settlers who came from le free North and
Tocsted] i a0l around Lawrende, Lo wlom l'|..'u11r hospitality was

alwiays cordianlly exlemded.

You saw a buld prairie, converted hy well-divecled toil and
genius into the hewnes of an opualent asnd free people, Yoo wit-
niesaed] Lhe nepressions of the slave pewer, shared toall the hardzhips
ond dungers which covironsd va. Your home was oflen (he
council chamber of the Free State leaders.  Thal hbome with oll
ife valuaile conlents, wus dred by pro-slavery bands, and whally
consuincd, May r1, 856, when oy own Herald of Freedom
offlee, with all its presses, tvpe, and fixtures, Miller & Elliol's Free
State office, the Eindgrant Ajd Corpany’s Hotel, were destroved.

Following this lerrible outrage oo private righta vour bhoshand
Charles Bohinson, (o W, Smith, G, W, Deiteter, Gaiuz Jenkins
and mpv=ell were dndicted, by dicection of @ partizan Couarl, [or
high treuson; our only ofence wad laboring by peacefu] means
to moke Kansas free. Held a5 prdsoners for neacly four monthes,
guprded much of the time by a regiinent of Uiniled States troops
you shared the coptivity  with gour hesband, snd wrote while
thus cnvironed, the fullest and mast authentic history vet pulbe-
lizhied of Those border troubles and pioneer days,

You were also Gniliar with searly every tranzpiring event
connected with thegreat contest, to rescue Kansas from slaversy,

and werg frequentiv advisory to lines of palicy.
1 ] g padie)
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While all this is troe af vourselty, your late husband, by his con-
summate conlness, conrage, careful consideration, and practical
good judgment, was recognized as the head of the Free State
party in all its irials, adversities and trivmphs. e was mode the
frst Governor by the suffreges of 8 frec people, on the admission
of the State into the Unicn, heease of his political, social and
moral worth,  He wisely direcled the policy of the State during
the major part of the War of the BRebellion, Inm more pacific
times he loid the foundadion nf the schools of learning for the
Commanwealth, and cantribuwded Turgely for (heir support during
their infancy, donating e dunain on which the State Univer-
gily stamds, providine by il rhac his large estate on voie des
mise, shall inure ta that Lniversily [or ils endowment. Ilom-
ored and loved By all classes of w frec people, therefore, to yeuw,
Mes. Hormesow, (o e memory of vour depareed hushand, 1o the
few survivors of that great atrogele Tor feeedon, and W Uhe de-
scendents of those who are gone, fo e press, the libraries of
your State; and teall in every clime wha, by word or deed, aided
in rescuing Kansas from the corse of slavery, ihis volume is re-
spectiully Inseribed.



PREFACE,

HE SURBSTANCE of these pages was writbes in 1857, and
was published in tho Hockiord, T, faezetic whore it had o
Twrge preading. Many poominenl getors in the kansas
strife during its. pioheer days, were readers of the paper, while
two copivs were subseribed for, and are now on file in the Kangas
Hiztorical Secicty,  To dete, now over tiventy vears, nob g sl
statement horvin made, has been ealled in queosting <o far asthe
awthior has intormation, vet memerows ndorsaments Tove been ro-
wceived from these who bad persomul knowlédge of the subjoets
treated. Home of those lotters awill b queoted a3 notes else ingar
clositir pawes. while their ortcinals 30 due tine wil] Je Gled fur
preservation with the Nansws Ilistovical Socicty,  Many other
lettera from bess prominent porsons, indoreing this narrative, am
absgeon file,

At the suprestion of some el thae iclors b few pointe bave been
elalivrated, and new ancs i the way of notws have heen addesd,
which will ke the woek nooee siioalile 1o a gew geperation amld
to ;l.'uulhthf‘n:mdurf-.

The information hercin contidned doull not be given the pob-
L, with pmpril:l‘l:, wl the Lome ol its ocenrrence,  For the want
af this information, many pages o whal was designed for truthes
finl history, have boen Jdistorted, while actevs in the exciting 1nci-
dents, huve Been misrepresented amd frequently malioned.  Even
recent writers have tiken thede cue from early press correspond-
ents; inorant ol the truth, or the motive of the actors, and con-
tinue to falsify and mislead their veaders, giving eredit for results
to those whoee bBelligerent policy retarded, and sometimes tireat-
encd to defeat the grand result of making Kansas a fee Stagd

Having been a personad actor throwghoul that excitiog period
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in history, the editar and publisher of the Herato of FrEgnom,
the first and leading free state paper o the territory from the be-
ginning to the ¢nd of the contest, with intimate relations with all
its men of prominence, and as our Kansas success was the real
incantive of the South to Secoasioy, ultimating in the extinetion
of American Slavery, and by reflex action in the principal king-
doms of the world, <o while otheérs lave placed themselves on rec-
otd, it soems just that I too, shall be heard in explanotion of
many gvencs wherein myscle and those acting with me have been
misendlerstao] ol bitterly cepsured,

I prreatly regret Towas nonable 10 mve a wider vircolation te the
truth, before so many of the real heroea in the strife had passed
away.

HHear all sides hefore deciding,” Ts 1he substasce of a Latin
proverh with an Engtish rendering,  Mioe 35 the ®wsther side” pot
heretofore so fully teld.  So much as is contained in this little
volume may indoce the re-writing of fome pages of tangled Kan-
sas history o make them hetter agree with truth,  The whole is
submitted in all kindness ta the honest und  thoughttul considera-
Bonof a new penerulion, in whese hands is the correction o the
false in history, THE AUTHOR.

quy Kithura Avenue,

Kockion], 1T,



