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PREFACE.

EST the title of this bocklat e spemonoderacaod, the author
I__..- must sgate tear he hers means by Primer " a prosentasion
of the subject in the plainest and ezast lucid et 1o which he conl’
put i,

*The Primer of Philosophy ¥ is oot expressly desighied to give
imstruction to besinoers in puilogophy, Tl il s, nevertheless, emi-
nently available for Lhal porpaso. The cninddaced studeot will
pot be bowildercd or mystified, in perosing s pages, by high-
sounding words or wointelligible phrases, foe will, despite this lack
of learned adornment, fied in them the ialormation be desires
The subject s presected with great sinplicity @0 that its lepding
idea can be gathered iy 8 mere glance at it ceniwents.  The most
eszential techninnl terma are explained, and the kigh practical im-
portance of philesophy 18 never lost siaht of.

The point of view adoneed in this, as in other poblications of
the anthor, 15 now to the extent that it cannet be classified among
any of the varicos schoals of recent theoghs, Tr represenis, rather,
@ critical reconciliation of rival philcspphies of cthe typeof Kantian
apriorism and [oho Stuart Mill's empiricism.  The recenciliation
reached disposes for good of a number of fundamentsl problems,
and, particnlatly, of that old crvv gdffsapdorna, the question of
the nature of renson, and will, tbus, sber a leng unsertled period
of embarrasaments in whisk all progress bas ccased, set the ship

ol philosephy afloat again.
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For the philosophy of thesa Iater days is indeed Jike a ship
ruon aground.  Her helmsmen themzelves have declarod that fure-
ther beadway is i possilae o that philosophbical problems in their
vary natere are insclvable, and thar dhese can bo, thereiore, bot
pne true philosophy—the philasophy of agnesticism, which in-
dolently acquicsces in the profossion. of & modest dpeorabimnr, It
is but nareral that under such circumstances the provd graft was
ahandoned by the moat gallane of ber crew.  There was o work
lefr for bold inquirers; thers waes ne hope o accomplishing any-
thing § the ship was Eisl, ol Gee sniling wara 1o0kd ta reck consa-
bation in the idea that she had reached ar lasther havern, and that
het prosent resting place, the balief in the Unkoowable, was the
slratified wisdom of all apes.

Philosophy in former ages voldly 1ed the van of human pro.
gress, but iC has now ceasad Lo ba conzidered nf any practical im-
portance. The public smile saccastically at the perplexitics of its
bhopeless condition, and 1he seienbisl bas gol snto the kabil of ipnoc-
ing it entively, And why should be oot ¥ Philosophy has become
more of 2 hindrance than a help to him, Uechkading bis way and
spreading a mist before his epes,  Thos, 1o the dateiment of tros
science, the seicnccs have pradually deseoerated ioto mere spe-
cialties § with thaeir philesophics] Baskprownd, (he varicus branches
of scientific inqniey have lost all intercoherence and despar signifi-
CAMCL.

ATl this mgst change ; and i tha sparit in which this ook s
wrilten, bo true, it will change.

A mew vista iz opensd Belore our eves in which philosephy will
become what it ought ta be, Philosophy is ne langer doomed to lie
in the stagnant swamp where progress bas pecome impossible, bt
strikes out bolély for new ficlds of noble work and practical ose-
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[INTRODUCTION,

THE PRIXCIPLIES OfF TUIILOSOPRIY : POSITIVIZM,
MONISM, AMELIGRETISA.

HE plulosophical peinciples which dominate mod-

ern thought can be expressed in the two names,

Posirivisyn and Moxizs, the oae being complemen-

lary to the other. True posttivism s monistic ; true
monism 15 pesiiive,

Fuosroivisy represents the prineipls that all knowl-
cdge, scientific, philosophical, and religious, 15 a de-
scription of facts,  Walural laws arc {ormulas describ.
ing {acts with the greatest possible sconomy, that is,
in the most concize and exhaustive manner.  Cur ab-
stract concepts do nol teprosent any absalute or meta-
physical entities, they represent certain features, qual-
ities, or relations of existerce. They are not forces
behind nature. There is not something bevond that
mysteriously produces natural processes. The ratural
processes themselves are reality.

The {acts of experience are specie, and our abstract
thoughts are bills which serve to economise the ox-

change of thonglit. ¥ the values of onr abstractions



