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NOTE.

The material for thie volume wee not all received until the 13th of Feb-
ruary. The last paper read in the Gencral Associstion was nof received
until the middls of November, henee the printing eould not be commenced
until that time, the procesdings of the General Association oceupying the first
of the volomwe., Attention ia called to the sppendixes for materinls which
were received oo late for insertion In their proper places,

The printing has alse been delayed by the sending of proofs to distant
parts of the conntry. Popers shiould be presented in such a form that ne
goch delay would be necossary.

The records of the Departmants do not show who were appointed metsbers
of the Publication Comumities, Thin was owing to the fact that 8o many
temporary officers were appointed who were not familisr with the workings
of the Association. The undersipned, Sceretary pro fem. of the Department
of Higher Edueation, was appointed to represent that Department in the
Publication Committee, and also by the Board of Iirectors a8 Chairman of
that Committes, in view of the fact that he was Secretary elect of the Gon-
eral Association, and that the Becrctary elected the preceding yoar was not
present &t Minncapolis,

The volume of proccedings might be distributed cach vear as esrly as
December if the papers were handed 1o the seerctaries ot the Assowiation.

February 18, 1876, W, Ih HENKLE,
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GENERAL ASSOCIATION,

First Day's Proceedings.

MORNING SESSION.

The fifteenth annuval meeting of the National Fiducational Association
took place in the Acaderay of Music, Minneapolis, Minnesota, Treesday,
August 84, 1875, at 14:30 o'elock, A. M.

President Willism T. Harris, of 8t Louis, Migsouri, called the Aspocia-
tion to order, and EHev. B. ¥. Sample, of Minneapolis, opened by prayer.
Hon. (& C. Merriman, Mayor of Minneapolis, was then introdueced, whe
weleomed the delegates to the bospilalitics of the city. He staicd thal he
had not herctofore considered bimeeli partienlarly honored by holding ofi-
cinl pogitions, but on thiz ocession he was plad to weleome the Associniion
more eapecially on aeeconnt of the noble ocecupation in which ite members
were engaged. He spoke of the prandenr of the duties of the teacher, and
the bencficent resolis of whose teachings were not for time alone. The cify
had had but a brief history, but in its behalf and as if8 servant, he wel-
eomed the Assordation most cordially to the city of Minneapolis.

Hiz execlency, Gov, Coshman K. Davis, followed with a stirring speech,
pssuring the members of the convention of his sympathy and hearty co-op-
eration. He regretted that he had no gwlady preparod address,  He
spoke of the delegations from widely separated States.  Although a new
Commonwealth, Minoesota could boast of an cducabional ayatem inferjor to
none, and paid a warm compliment (o the University, aid other educational
institutions.  The work of the association, as he learned by rending the pro-
ceedings of the Detruit meeting, was not that of a wutusl adinirstion society.
The members appreciate their relations to the State and to #s politics, in the
lerpest sense of the word., ATl classes wers emlraced within its benign in-
fluences—the insane, and even the criminal classes, made fta beneficiarles,
Nao Webster, nor Clay, nor Marshall, can bear comparison with the potential
influences of the school in framing the destinies of Bfates. In comelusion
Gov. Daviz bede the Association an earnest and hearty welcome to the State
of Minnesota,

Pregident W. T, Harris responded in behali of the Association, after
which he presented the following sebjects proper for the consideration of
the Association :
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firve st Fucational Association.

Course of study in common schools, high sehools, and colleges, and in
special preparatory schnols, and professional schools,

{n). The ep-ordingtion deemed adyvisatle.

(b}, The actusl peychological requirements and results.

{¢). Belation to eivil koclety and the State, and o spiritual enlture,

Classification and grading in all of our eduentional institutions, expecially
in our common echools and in our high schools.  An exhaustive investip-
tivn of the effects of the svstem of ungraded sehools fs comparod with the
system of graded schools, especially with a view to determine the psyehos
{oienl effects of individosl instraction.  Country schools versus eity schools,

Behool hygiene, The proper construction of buildings, the modea of
ventilation and lighting, the proper length of sclwool sessions, and the time -
for intermission, aic.

Eduecalion in the Soath.  Inter-8tite comventions,  The peculiar problems
arising for solution there,

The centennial cetebration and the best method of representing our edu-
calional status in it

The Burcat of Fxdncation at Washington, Means of enhaneing its use-
fulness. .

Normal gchool edecation—seope and limitations,

Sehool supervision. Our American system, or lack of systom, compared
in its reaults with the systems of (Gresl Dritain ond Prossia.

The propey slatus of moral abd relipious instrpction in our common
schools. How far the sepamtion of church and Btate should be adopted in
the syatem of poblic instrivetion.

The State in cducation; what sliould Te underiaken by the Blale, and
what is best left to private enterprise ; national and State universitics,

The relation of education to the demand of rationalism. Natural scicnes
rersun classivul culture, or selence vergry the humanitios

Bupl. T, M. MeKenzie, of Lincoln, Nebraska, wad elected Seeretary pro
fean., and after the general announcements of the meatings of the severanl
departmuents, the General Association adjonrned until evening.

EVENING SKSSION.

After eslling ihe Assopiation to order, the president announeed that the
three repular constiiutional comunitices were not yol appointed.  Un motion
the president was nuthorized to appoint these committoes,

The regular tressurer of the Associstion being absent, Mr. Asron Gove,
of Denver, Col., wis elected treasurer pro fem., and A, J. Daniely, of Grand
Rup'ulﬁ, Mich.; A, T, Caldwell, of 8t Louis, Mo.; P. M. Woodman, of ¥in-
neapolis, Minn, ; and F. A, Fogg, of Bt Paol, Minn,, were elected pssistant
trensurers. . H. Koberts, of Rochester, Minn., and W. IT. Wynn, of Ames,
Towa, were clected arsiatant secretaries,

Bupt. 0. V. Tousley, of Minneapolis, announced that there wonld be mn
excursion fo the Falls of Minnehsha, on Wednesday afternoon, at 3:45
o'clock, and the members of the Associntion were cordially invited to partici-

pate.
President Harris then iptroduced W, F. Phelps, Principal of Btate Normal
Echool st Winona, Minn,, who presented the following paper on



First Day's Proceedings. 7

THE COUNTRY SCHOOL PROBLEM.

No careful observer of our publie school svstem in all ite parte can fail (o
diseover that its weakest points ave to be found in its application to the
rural digtricts. How to organize snd conduet this class of schools in such a
way 08 to seenre the best vesults, ia the most diffienlt problem connected
with the edurational movementa of this country; and the subject demands
g more thorongh consideration than it hag yet received from our educators
anid strtesmen,

Tn the Teeal organizations of the cities we find most of the conditions es-
sential to the highest snecess. They are penerslly supplicd with convenient,
wall-furnished, and enmfortable school edifices.  They are able to commend
this services of ednested, skillful, and permanent teachers. They possess
libraries, apparatus, and meat of the other material aids to instruetion.
Their gradation, s8 & general rale, ia carefully adjusted to the sweecssive
stoges in the cvolution of fhe buman faealties, and the principls of a division
of #kilfed rbor sulted to cach ol these strges, is spplied to the work in hand.
In the dopartment of admindsteation there are Boweds of odocation and effi-
cient Superintendents exercising a critical serutiny into the minutest deialls
and infusing into the schools all the energy nndd inspiration they are capahble
of receiving,  And what is equally important is the fact, that the daily press
amd the popnlur lecknrs, secessitili to the masses of the people, are at hand to
lend their powerfal aid in keeping alive that intellipend public sontiment g
indispenssble to the hearty support of all wise cducstionnl measares, Tt
may be affirmed, in brief, that these great conters of materind and intellect
ngl activity are in moat respects surronnded with the besl kiown conditions
of euccess in the promotion of universal educatiom. While therofime, im-
provements in details are yet possible inthe cities, the mest satisfavtory re-
snlts ey i doe thine be ressonalily sxpected.  Among these improvesents
that are possible, tone i more nperatively demanded than a better method
of selecting the boards of educstion, with spucinl reference to a marked im-
provement in their average eharacter, and in the motives and methods of
their action,  Men and women of enltars unid refinement, soch alone as are
worlliy 1o git in the chair of destiny in the American public schoal will not
long consent to he made the Ioot-balls of sordid schemens and ward politi-
ciuns. Thot self-reapect which is a leading ingradient in true manhood and
wornanhomt will compael thew to abandon u work whose promoters, socicty
should ever biold in the highest catecns. i

But while our cities are the chief centers of population, they yet contain,
in the sggregate, but a small propertion of the masses of the people, The
predominant class, 0 far a3 numbers arc concerncd, 8 the industrial, and
eapecially the agricoltural class.  The country neighborhoods comprise the
vasl majority of those who wield the ballot, and who hoid in their hands
the destinies of the repullic. How important, then, that to them shoold be
seeured the priveless blessings of o thorough tmining, a wise and generous
education belitting their condition and thelr weighty responsibilities.

In striking contrast however, with the spectacle presented by the eities
are the conditions of the educational problem wnoug the rural population.
Omly a brief summary of these conditions, with a few of the more prominent
evils resulting therefrom, and two or three suggestions hinting at an im-



