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PREFYACE.

A prRioT chronological arranpement of the heresies
hes not heen attompted, for the authorities are so con-
tradictory that it iz glmost Tmpossible to reconcile them.,
Indeed the very uaturs of the cmee would shew the
difficulty that muet sttend any attompt of this. sort, for
opinions upon important meltcrs ere scldom  haatily
formed, but are the growth of years, and have often
becn silently working their way for balf a century, or
morc, before they can be propedy said:te have acquired
sufficient importance to call for t?h’!'é iﬁt'&:% of the his
torian. Some publie act El‘iﬂﬂ therm a gumtu:-n in the
puge of history, bit they m'hg have been held by =
large number of obscure individugls Iu:mg before.

Bo again with respect to the doctrines of the various
heretics, there must necessarily be much nncertainty, for
we cannot rely confidently upon the truth of a pictare
which has been painted only by an adversary, however
apparently anxious that adversary might be to state
the case fairly.



iv PREFACE.

It remains only to edd, that as this little work lays
no claim to originality, and does not profess to be any-
‘thing maore than a condensed arrangement of the labours
of others, it has not been thought necossary to acknow-
ledge, in each case, the somrce from which information
has been derived. It will be sufficient if we bere ne-
knowledge ourselves generally indebted to the works of
Mosueiv, BurroN, JErEMIE, Rinpre, Hinos, Paiver,
&ec., without meking any parade of forther research,

Matters of which #hey have treated are not likely to
receive any additional illostration 2t the hands of a
less experienced writer, but thers may be some readers
who have neither tha leisnre por the inclination to read
many works, but who would be glad to bave the in-
formation that is to be obtained from them condensed
into & small compass. This we have attempted to do,
and we wish it to he understood thet we quote the
actnal words of a paseage whenever it happens to be
do conciely expressed, that we conld gain nothing by
further abridgment.
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