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Ir has been said, and the observation has
also been made in the House of Commons, that
the public good is often more advanced by a
weak, than by a strong, government. Than
this there cannot be a greater error. No
government, whatever be its strength, can
long resist the force of public opinion in
such a country as Great Britain; and a
strong administration, whilst it cannot, there-
fore, be successfully used against the publie, is
enabled to act vigorously on its behalf. On the
other hand, a weak administration, however
well-intentioned, has not the means of effecting
much that is good, or, what is equally impor-
tant, of preventing that which is evil.

The schoolmaster is indeed abroad, and all
enlightened men must rejoice in the diffusion of
knowledge. But the evil spirit, as of old, is
abroad also, seeking whom and what to de-
stroy; and a desire has been manifested of
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late to level all things to a new standard of
imaginary perfection. It is the fashion of the
day to innovate : this may too soon grow into
a mere passion for change; and innovation,
which bas hitherto been limited to the relaxa-
tion of restrictions upon civil rights and of
fiscal regulations, will, if not guarded against
and checked, attack ancient and venerable in-
stitutions, and may even at last assault the
throne. )

Important changes are frequently inevitable
at the period when they are made: the stream
when first it begins to flow, may without diffi-
culty be diverted from its course; but every
advance that it is allowed to make swells its
waters, until at length it becomes lmposmbiﬂ to
resist the sweeping torrent.

In the present circumstances of this country
and of Europe, we require an administration
wise enough and strong enough to steer between
arbitrary power on the one hand, which sooner
or later must inevitably lead to the disgrace and
ruin of those who use it, and a tendency to
democracy on the other, which, wherever it is
permitted to raise its head, will in the end pro-
duce tyrannous, and in all likelihood military,

It appears to us that the Duke of Wellington
has proved himself eminently qualified to guide
the vessel of the state between these two ex-






