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The University of Notre Dame was founded in the
year 1842, by the Very Reverend Edward Sorin, the
" late Superior General of the Congregalion of Holy
Cross. In an act approved January 15, 1844, the Legis-
lature of Indiana gave the University power te grant
degrees. 'The beginning of this act is:

“Be it enncled by $he Geneval Assenmbly of the State of
fndiana, that Edward Frederick Sorin, Fraucis Lewis
Cointet, Theophilus Jerome Marivault, Francis Gouesse
and their associates and successors in office, be, and are
hereby constituted and declared to be, a body corperate
and politic, by the name and style of the ' University of
Notre Dame du Lae,’ and by* that name shall have
perpetual succession’ with full power and authority to
confer and grant, or canse to be conferred and granted
such degrees and diplomas in the liberal arts and sciences,
and in law aod medicine, as are usually conferred and
granted in other universities in the United States, pro-
vided, however, that no degree shall be conferred or
diptemas granted, except to students who have acquired
the same proficiency in the lberal arts and sciences, and
in law and medicine, as is customary in other universities
in the United States."



