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PREFACE.

The best fall, proverdially, is that which escapes
up the apen chimner, and canmot be repeated.  The
Joltoceing papers ave simply the vesplt of an offort
fo catel and preserve the famifiar falk of a veteran
of the sfage on fis way fo the fireplace of a cerlain
frout room in Thirty-fourth Street, New York: They
Jda el prefend to be conppleie o consecntive or event
to he il is termed Dilevature: mevely the Social and
Professional Memeries of Half a Cenfury, affec-
Lionately fuscribed to the andiences the sfealter bad
auddressed i other davs: aud i ofber ways,

Too feeble fn bealil duvivg the last winter of
bis iffe fo perform the vianaal labor of writing s
reutiitiscences o even o atfempd sfudied Jdiclation,
Mr. Wallack was abde onle o recomind fn famifiar
comrversation wilh a respansive fistener, and froi
time o Hme, Hhese stories aind ficldents of s Tong
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career, which were faken down by a sienographer
filerally and withond onpssion.  His siddenr deaib
left the work i ifs presend fragmentary and un-
finished state, and aithough be vevized and corvected
the greater part of o, cevtaty portions be never saw
afler they were transeribed.  The matter bas beey
arranged as far as possible in chronological order,
bt dn otber vespedis it slands Dere as i feli from
his fips. =

The Brograpbical Sieich, the Musirations, the
Appendix, and the lndex bave been added by ihe
Edifor.  The partraits of Mr, Wallach and of bis
friends and condemiporarics arve reproduced, twith
odte or fuo exceplions, from original drawings and
fife photographs, nearly afl of whiel bave never
befare beenn engraved,  The List of Charadlers
Played by Mr. Lester Wallack—some three bin-
dred i nnnber — s beligved to be compPlete. I bas
been compifed from the records of Wallack's Theatre
and from many files of ohd plavbilis in differeal col-
Ieckions, amd tn 15 preparation the Editor bas been
assisted by Mr. Heury Edwards, Mr. fobn Gifberd,
Mr. Joseph N, Irefand, Mr, Charics C. Morean, Mr.
Wi Wiiider, Mre, Charles E. Wallacl, and Mrs.,
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Lester Wallack, to whom be wishes bere fo express
is fhanks.

How wircl of the chavm of these papers bas beew
lost fu the franscription enly those famifiar with
Mr. Wallack's purwers as a story-tefler can ever
kmate.  The warmih awd tbe brightucss of the nar-
ration bave been presevved, bad the aceents, the woi-
wlations, e gesture and e cxpression—a very
greal part, if wol ihe Dest parl, of bis falk—ibe
apen chimner bas recevved and dispersed forever.

LAURENCE HUTTON.
 The Players,”
Jannary, 188,
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