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PREFACE,

Tue once famous Mra, Apne Grant—lnown in
literature as Mra. Grant of Laggman—spent part of
lier childhood in our New York Albany, then o town
almost wholly given to traflic with the aborigines.
To her we owe a deseription of the setting out of
the yvonng American-Duteh trader o ascend the Mo-
hawk in a canoc. by laborious paddling and toilsome
earrying round rifts and falls, in order to penctrate
to the dangerous region of the tribes bevond the Bix
Nations, The ontfit of this young “lbuoshloper,” as
such a man was called in the still earlier Duteh
period, consisted mainly of n sort of cloth euited to
Indian wants.  DBut there were added miner articles
of nse and faney to please the vouth or ecaptivate
the imagination of the women in the tribes. Combs,
pocket mirrors, hatehets, knives, jew's-harps, pig-
ments for painting the face blue, yellow, and ver-
milion, and other sueh thinge, were stored away in
the canoe, to be spread out ns temptations before
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i PREFACE,

the eyes of some group of savages rieh in a win-
ter's cateh of furs. The eloths sold by the traders
were called duffels, probably from the place of their
origin, the town of Duffel, in the Low Countries. Dy
degrees the word was, I suppose, transferred to the
whaole stoelk, and a trader’s duffels included all the
miscellany he carried with him. The romantic young
bushloper, eager to mcenmulate money enongh to
marry the maiden he had selected, disappeared long
azo from the water courses of northern New York,
In his place an equally interesting figure—the Adi-
rondack guwide—navigates single-handed the rivers
and lakes of the * North Woods.” By one of those
eurious cases of transference that are often found in
etymology, the guide etill earries dnifels, like his
predecessor ;3 but not for Indian trading. The word
with bim eovers alzo an indefinite collection of ob-
jects of manifold use—eamp utensils, guns, fishing
tackle, and whatnots. The basket that sits in his
light boat to hold hiz smaller articles is called a duffel
basket, as was the basket of sundries in the trader's
eance, [ fancy. If his camp grows into a house
frequented by sportsmen, there will be a duffel room
to contain all manner of unelassified things.

Like the trader of old New York, I here open
my kit of duffels, I have selected from the shorter
tales written by me since I began to deal in the
fancy wares of a writer of fietion only such as geem
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to have elements of permanent interest, 1 find their
range to be wide, They cover many phases of human
nature ; they deseribe lifo in both the eighteenth and
the nineteenth centuries; they are of the East and of
the West, of the North, the Middle, and the South.
Group or classify them I can not; they are too vari-
ona, Some were written long ago, in my younger
manner, and in the tone prevailing among the story-
writers of those days. Opinions and sentiments are
inextricably interwoven with some of these sarlier
stories that do not seem to be mine to-day. PButa
man in his fifties onght to know how to be tolerant
of the enthusiasms and beliefs of & younger man, 1
enspect that the sentiment I find somewhat foreign
to me in the season of cooler pulses, and the situa-
tions and motives that seem rather naive now, had
something to do with the acceptability of the stories,
The popularity of these early tales in their day en-
eouraged me to go on, and a little later to eet np in
more permanent and wholesale business ag & novelist.
To certain of these stories of my apprenticeship 1
have appended dates to explain allusions in the text.
Other stories there are here, thut are of recent pro-
dnetion, and by these I am willing to be judged.
The variety in subject, manner, date, loeation, makes
proper to them the title I have chosen—a good word
with a savor of human history and an odor of the
New World about it; & word yet in living use in
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this region of lakes and monntains, T am not with-
out Lope that zome of my duffels will plense.

If formal dedieations were not a little old-fash-
ioned, I should give myseli the pleasure of writing
on one of these pages the name of my friend Mr.
Richard Watson Gilder. 1 have read with delight
and sineere aduriration the poems that have given
him fame, bat they need no praise of mine. The
oecasion of my mentioning his name here is more
personal—it was by his solieitation that T was se-
duced, nearly a quarter of & century ago, into writ-
ing my carliest love story. T may say, perhape with-
out pnshing the figure too fur, thut on s sugoes-
tion T first embarked In the livht canoe of a dealer

i duilels,
E E.

Josueas oo, Tk Gromos, 1803,
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