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POEMS OF MANY YEARS

AND

MANY PLACES,

PERSEFPHONE.

N the boat's shadow leaning, looking down
In azure Cyane, whose fountain-lake

Was blue as the blae flax-flower in the ficlds,
Bloe ss the vernal-blue Sicilinn sky,
I watched the sacred mullet in the depths —
Smooth, silver-bellied, living turqnoizes —
Gleam gliding through the dark preen waler-weeds,
And heard the seeming Iille wind, that played
With tassels of the pool's papyrus fiinge,
And lifted languid poppies in the wheat,
To earnest listening grow oracular.
Whispers of far-off secrets of the Nile
Stirred in each fibre of those feathering plants;
Mints of high mysterics Eleusinian ran
Shivering through the comn; and & sweet voice,
Swoeet and low, breathing from the Fountain Nymph,
Whase blue eye wells with immemorial grief,
Told the old story of Persephone.

Thus sang the Nymph, what time the westering sun
Made golden Etna's pyramid of snow :
b



10 POEM2 OF MAKY YEARZ2

Deep-bosomed, slender-ankled in the meadows,
In maiden flower among the lowers of Enna,
Persephone, the fairest of imnmortals,

Danghter of Zens and of divine Demeter,
Played with the danghters of Ocdanns,

With lowers at play, beneath the brow of Ennna,
Where the soft meadows slope Lo the lnke's margin:
Rosy Oeyrrhot, and fair Calypso,

Lencippe, and Urnnia, and lanthe,
And lovely Melobosis, and the rest.

8he a sweet blossom, bleoming her companions,
They wove the dance in mesh of spring-flower gar-
lanids;
Wove hyacinth, lily, crocns, orchis, iris;
Fair-nnkled in the violets, these they gnthered,
And the young roses budding bosom-high.

But lo ! from one mirnculons root Narcissus
Springs high — a humdred heads! A joy! A marvel!
The whole wide heaven was Llown abrond in fra-

o,
The whole earth langhed, and the wide waves of
OO,
And chnste Persephone stretched out her hands.

The X¥ymph sang on, the while the sciting sun
Threw Etna's shadow far athwart the sea:

Tt was the snave of Zeus? O fatal Plant!
Fach flower flarel npa toreh: the dark enrth yawned ;
And from the gull leaped the grim Lord of Tlell —
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Lenped Aidoneus, borne by immaortal steeds,
Coal-black in hide apd houfs, hot coals thelr oves,
Their nostrils snorting fiery-golden steam.

Flecked with the froth of hell, they champed the bit,
Pawing n whirlwind, as the grisly King
Stooped from his ear, and snatched the astonished maid.

He bore her all-nnwilling in his arma
Awny from her white nymphs. They swept the plain:
The olives shook; the mountain-gides turned pale.

I hesrd the thunder of devouring speed;
The mountaing echoing her immortal ery,
Challing on her great Mother and the gods,

I saw the flame-enkindling chariot-spokes
Whirl round by Hybla, the swift, smoking steeds
Tossing a tempest from imperious manes,

One piteona arm Persephone stretehed forth ;
All else of rose-white limb and rhythmic grace

Seemed gnthered up in a black thunder-clond,

Helioe, the bright son of Hyperion, saw
Unmoved; my sister Arethusa heard,
And hastencd to Demeter: I alone,

Catching the faint gleam of a golilen head
'Neath brows tremendons erowned with awful stars,
Sprang forward Lo oppose him unappalled;

But Aldonens, with sceplred arni-sweep, smote
The enrth to the core, and vanished. She was pone
From lnnd, sea, starry benven, and iribes of gols!



