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PREFACE.

Tee changes prodoced by the French Hevolution in the
socisl economy of the Europzan people are =0 extensive
and important, reaching downwarda to the very foundation
of the former feudal structure of society, that History, it
may be truly seid, ouly begms for posterity with this
century. The monarchical, aristocratical, and ecclesiastioal
elements of the former social ecomomy of Europe, even
property, law, power, have all been altered in relations,
proportions, apd intensity of influence ; and the living of
the generotion which witnessed the commencement of the
French Revolution have, in fifty years, heen removed five
hondred from the order of things previously established.
The events and personages commected with this great
convulsion will, no doubt, find their historisn; but the
alterations preduced by it in the social structure and ar-
rangements of mlmost every country, are scarcely noticed
by our travellers and political writers, occupied with the
more brilliant scenes or novelties of the age; and the future
higtorian or philosopher may even want materials, notwith-
standing all the literature of our daye, for forming a just
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ir PEREFACE.

estimate of the amount, nature, and tendencies of the
changes effected, or in progress, during this half century,
in the social economy of Eurvpe. The Author of the fol-
lowing Notes has attempted in two preceding works—one
on Norway,* and one on Swedent—to collect materials on
the social economy of those two countries, which, although
digtant from the cenire of action, have not been beyond the
reach of ita disturbing force. This work is intended to be
a confinuation of the eame attempt, to collect materials for
the future historian or philosopher who ehall endeavour 1o
describe and estimate the new wsocial elements in Europe
which are springing up frotn, and sovering the ashes of, the
French Revolution.

* Journal of & Kesidence in Norway, by Samnel Taing, Longmans,
London.

t A Touor o Sweden, by Samuel Ieing. Longmons, London.
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