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T THE

HONORABLE RICHARD RUSH.

Drar He—

1 e I ean fairly hold you somewhat
reaponsible for the venture I make in publishing the following
pagon, and will not, therefore, npologize for asking you to
resime your old funetions, and present me st the Court of that
Publia Opinion which is certainly, in our day, the most
powerfal of sovereigns. At any rate, I am mre thers is no
ovne to whom I could with more propriety dedicste this
volume, than to one of whom t has been said eloguently, but
not sxtravegintly, by an eminent Senator, that in the course
of sn unusoslly long and important diplomastic enrcer he
“never said & word that was improper, nor betrayed & thought
that might paril his country's fortanea”

I know, moreover, that nowhers eould I find & juster ap-
pracistion of my metive, nor & kinder eriticism of my imper-
fect performance, FPermit me then, my dear eiv, to inseribe
your mame hers, in ackmowledgment of that vaivable and
plensent intercourss which warrants me, T triss, in signing
myrelf,

Truly and respectfully, your friend,
WILLIAM HENRY TRESCOT,

Rarwoall Mand, So, Om., April oth, 1853






PREF ACE.

* Trrs volume s literally what it pretends to be—an Historical
Essay, not a History. My object has been, st & time when
the inflnence of our foreign policy is beginning to govern
largrely the fortunes of the country, to ask attention to the
apirit and eharacter of those negotiations which seeured us a
place in the world. 1 have stated facts with care, and drawn
eonclusions with caution ; but the general impresalon of theae
pages must of eourse justify iteelf.

The hest of diplomatic histories is undoubtedly the record
of the negotiations thomseelves, but as the mere diplomatic cor-
respondence of the Revolution—that is, the communications
of the foreign ministers of the United States with Congress—
takes up twelve goodly ootavo volumes, besides requiring for
ia comprehension & wide field of contemporary history, it is
certain that very few, whatever interest might be felt on
the subject, would have either tima or inclination to master
their own conelusions, This is, therefore, simply an effort
to render more familiar to the public mind &n importnst snd
interesting period of the ¢ountry’s history. It would have
been easy to have made o lerger book : the labor of this,such
a8 it I8, has begn {o condense its mateviol inte the fewest

possiblo pages.
In eoncluding, 1 must expresa my great obligations to Mr.



viii FREFACE,

Sparks, the eminent president of the Usiversity of Cam-
bridge, for the kindness with which he allowed mo to eon-
snlt his invalusble MS. collection of documents relating to the
esrly diplomatic history of the United States, 1 only wish
that T felt any confidenee that T had acknowledged my obli-
gations, by using them to the most advantage for a subject,
which I would be glad if this volume would prevoke him
to rescue from the hands of so incompetent a guardian as
myaal
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