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THE LO-FOU MOUNTAINS.

L—Caxvox to reE Tor,

In 1892, late in August when heat and
dulness have brought Europesn life in Cunton
to- an irreducible ebb, and when the White
Mun can only curse the fate that trunsplanted
him in a site so hot and crowded as the delta
of the Canton River, a restless Ivishman was
wandering about an office in Shamien, jerking
out: *too many sherries last night, my friend ;
Y feel as if [ were o compound of ice-cream,
% paté and aleohol; we must get away from
4 this place; ever heard of the Lo-fou Moun-
¢ tains; 4,000 feet higk, they say, monastery
« on the top, tigers, moukaya.; let’'s go there
“ and get out of the heat."”

This happy maplratmn led five Britons
to make the exenrsion of which this paper is
an account,

The Lo-fon Mountains lie about 60 miles
East of Canton and 70 miles as the crow flies
North of Hongkong on the confines of three
Districts (4§ ), the South-Eastern part of the
range belonging to Pok-lo® ({§ #&), the
Northern part to Tsang s]ung (g ﬁ, and
the Bouth-Western to part Tung-kun ( 3§ 25 ).

@ Names of places are translitérated from the local
" {Uantonese) pronunciation, -
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At 10 aan. on the 17th September 1892,
our launch towing a small house-boat left the
Bund; we steamed past Whunpon and tnurned
into the East River at 1.30 p.n. The afterncon
was very hot—indeed on our return we found
that we had passed on the rool of a small
launch, protected only by a thin awning, the
hottest day of 1892, the maximnm temp. of
which is given in the Hongkong Returns as
94° Fahr. Before we had been long in the
East River we could make out the Lo-fou
range to the North. At dusk we ran aground
about a mile below Shek-lung (7 HB), and
it was not till midnight that we were safely
anchored off that very dirty and bad-smelling
town,

Here we had to turn onr backs on the
River, and trust onrselves to Chinese roads
and our baggage to porters. We had hoped
to be off at duylight the next morning; but
nothing could be more dismal than our outlook
when at last the light broke. The mountains
wera hidden in mist; all that we could see
from our boat was the squalid straggling
suburb; there was no sign of the coolies who
were to carry our baggage a long day's
journey; and at 6 a.m. it was raining and
appeared likely to rain all day.

As twenty miles of ‘manknown road stret-
ched between us and our proposed sleeping
place, we did not spare our native staff either
remonstrances or threats; and after we had






