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THE BROS3 FOUNDATION

‘Tre Dross Lectures are an outgrowth of a fund
established in 1879 by the late William Broas,
Lieutenant-Governor of Illinois from 1808 to
1870, Desiring some memorial of his son, Na-
thaniel Bross, who died in 1556, Mr. Dross entered
ioto an sgreement with the “Trustees of Lake
Forest University," whereby there was finally
trensferred to them the sum of forty thousand del-
lars, the income of which was to accumulate in
perpetuity for successive periods of ten years, the
sccumulations of one decade to be spent in the
following decade, for the purpose of stimulating
the best booka or treatises “on the connecfion, re-
bation and wmutual bearing of any proclical science,
the hirtory of our race, or the facts in eny depert-
mend of knowledge, with and upon the Christion
Religion.” The object of the donor was fo “call
out the best efforts of the kighest talent and the ripest
scholorship of the world to dlusirate from science,
or from any department of knowledge, and to demon-
sirate the divine origin ond the authority of the
Christian Scriptures; and, further, lo show how
bath seience and revelafion cofncids and prove the
exislence, the providenes, or any or all of the afirt-
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butea of the only living ond true fiod, *infinde,
elernal end wnehangeble in Ilix being, wisdom,
power, holiness, jusfice, qoodness, and tradh.""

The gift contemplated in the original agreement
of 1870 waa finally comsummated in 158%).  The
first decade of the aceumulation of interest having
closed in 1900, the Trustees of the Bross FPond
began at this time to carey aut the provisions of the
deed of gift. It was determined to give the gen-
erd] title of “The Brosd Library™ o the series of
bools purchased and published with the proceeds
of the DBroas Fund. In accordance with the ex-
press wish of the donor, that the “ Evidences of
Christianity ” of hiz “ very dear friend and teacher,
Mark Hopking, T0LIL," be purchased and *ever
numbered pnd koown ny WNoo 1 of the series,”
the T'rustees sceured the copyright of this work,
which iz now numhbered pa Volume I of the Bross
Library.

The trust sgreement prescribed two methods by
which the production of boolks and treatises of the
nature contemplated bythe donor was to be stimu-
lated:

1. The Trustees were empowered to offer one
or more prizes during each decade, the competi-
tion for which was to be thrown open o "“the
scientific men, the Christian philosaphers and
~ historians of all nations.” In accordance with
this provision, & prize of $6,000 wes offered in
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1902 for the beet book fullllling the conditions of
the deed of gifi, the compeling menuseripts to
he presented om or hefore June 1, 1805, The
prize was awarded to the Reverend James Orr,
DIy, Professor of Apolopetics and Svstematic
Theology in the Tnited Free Church College,
Glasgow, for his treatize op " The TProblem of the
d Testament,"” which weas publisteed Gu 1906
g3 Yolume III nf the Diroaa Latrary. The next
decennial prize will be awarded abont 1915, and
will be sopmounced in due lime

2 The Trmatees wore also empowered to “se-
lect and designate any particular seientific man o
Christian philosopher und (he subject oo whieh he
akall wrile,” anil to “agrer with him as to the sum
be shall receive for the Baolk or treatize to be writ-
tep.” Under this provision the 'Trusiees huve,
from time to time, invited sminent acholars to de-
liver courses of lechires hefore Take Forest Col-
lege, snch eourses to be subsequentdy published as
volumes 1 the Brosa Library.  “The fitat cooree of
bertures, on “Obligatory Morality,"” was delivered
m May, 1903, by the Bevercod Francis Landey
Patton, DD, LL.D., Pregsident of Princeton
Lheologieal Seminary, The copyright of these
lectyres is now the property of the Trustees of the
Brozs Fund. The seeond course of lectures, on
“I'ie Bible: Ita Origin and Nature,” was deliv-
ered in May, 1804, by the Reverend Marcus
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Dods, D.D., Professor of Exegetical Theology in
New College, Edinburgh. These lectures were
published in 1805 aa Volume II of the Bross Li-
brary., The third course of lectures, on “The
Bikle of Nature,” was delivercd from September
24 1o Cetober 3, 1907, by Mr. J. Arthur Thomson,
M.A., Repins Professor of Natural History in the
University of Aberdecn. These lectures are em-
bodied in the present volume.

JOHN SCHOLTE NOLLEN,
President of Lake Forest College.

Laxe Fonper, [Lopvom,
Novesazn, 1907,



