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PREFACE

Tue Tracr here presented to the Avcuin CrLup was
undertaken, and in the main prepared, some years ago.
The writer then derived much valuable assistance from
Dr. W. E. Collins, now the Bishop of Gibraltar, Press
of other work however prevented its production; and it
was not until the writer happily was able to open up
communications with the Rev. Christopher Wordsworth
that the necessary finishing work was able to be done
upon a rather rough original draft ; indeed, without his
Fclhp, counsel and advice, it would never have scen the
t.

LgThc writer wishés to acknowledge with much gratitude
the very valuable notes which have been supﬁlicd for the
most part by the Rev. Christopher Wordsworth to illustrate
the text; many other suggestions have also been made for
the improvement of the introduction and appendices by
the same learned writer, who has also been indefatigable
in the monotonous but necessary work of the revision
of the proofs. The Rev. F. E. Brightman has kindly
read through the proofs of some parts of the tract and
has made several valuable sugpestions, but he must not
be held responsible for any inaccuracies which may be
detected.

Thanks are specially due to his Grace the Archbish
of Canterbury for permission to make free use of the MS.
(no. r107) in the Lambeth Library, and to Mr. 5. W,
Kershaw, F.5.A., for his kind help, particularly in relation
to the facsimiles reproduced from that MS. The
authorities of the British Museum have kindly allowed
photographs to be taken of portions of the Cottonian MS.
(Cleopatra, E. v). Sir G. F. Warner, the Kecper of the
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MSS., has given much help in assisting towards the attempt
to identify some of the various handwritings of the scribes
employed on the different parts of the Lambeth MS. as
well as that of the fair copy (Cleop. E. v) made presumably
for King Henry's use. Mr. C. W. Mourc, Fellow
of Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, has been so good
as to compare some photographic specimens of the hand-
writings in the two MS5. with certain pages in the
Parker Collection in his charge, and also to consult
Dr. M. R. James, King's College, Cambridge, upon ques-
tions which arise concerning them. Mrs. 5. C. Lomas
has been indefatigable in the use of her expert knowledge
towards the same end, as well as in the collation of the MSS.
On the question of the handwritings, however, we must rest
content with the negative result, that whatever part any of
the Bishops, who formed the Committee mentioned on
page xlix of the Introduction, may have taken in its
compilation, none of them have left their own handwritin
upon the paper of either of the two MSS. of the Rationale
which survive.

This short title, * RaTionaLs,” does not occur in either
of the MSS. of the Book Concerning Ceremonies ia be used in
the Church [of Eﬂgﬁud% ; but it has been generally adopted
by modern writers. It was perhaps suggested by the title
of the famous work of Durandus, or Bossibly by the phrase
“ discrimen ¢l rationem ceremonigrum” in a passage in the
Journal of the House ﬂ'flﬂﬂf\!ngI Aug. 1538) cited in a note
to the Introduction (p. xix) :ﬁere its mare recent
paraphrase in English is given higher up on the same page.

16tk fune, 1910, C.8. C.
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INTRODUCTION
Ii

Tue Dirrerence in THE IMMEDIATE PRETEXTS FOR THE
RerormaTion oN THE CONTINENT AND IN
EwngLawp.

Great religious, political or social movements are in the
popular mind frequently connected with, and attributed to,
some more or less striking incident, which heralds the
beginning of active operations. It is not, therefore, sur-
prising to find the *‘king's business” in the matter of his
divorce from Queen Katherine of Aragon, and the question
of indulgences, frequently regarded as the causes of the
Reformation in Eu?and and on the Continent respectively.
In all such cases, however, the real causes lie far deeper.
There is a latent power working through many avenues, and
the more or less trivial circumstance, that calls this deep-
seated motive power into activity, is really but an a
riate instrument or pretext found ready to the hand of the
individual leader, or the reforming organization. That
instrument however which is able to mﬂch powers into
activity, apart from the interest which it possesses in itself,
may well attract our attention as furnishing an indication of
the particular drift of thought, and the special direction of
movement, along which activity, when once called into being,
will most successfully dcve%.x

() This difference in the External Pretext helps us in the



