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THE BONAPARTE FAMILY. -

URING the dark period of the Middle Ages, o family of eminenocs, en-
Joying the raak of nobility, floarighed in Tuecany, whencs its branchos
gpread into other of the miner states of Ttaly. A OGrecian origin has beam
sacribed by genenlogists to this family, whose name, on settling in Ttaly, wae
changed from Culoweerosr inte the synonyme Bencporte, by which it waa
subsiquently known. Buch is the doubtful origin of the Bonaparte family ;
of whom it 18 only distioetly koown that they oceapied a respectable place
amang the leaser Ttalian nobility, until diepersed by that long and dissstroos
wivil war which ensued on the struggle hetween sscolar powars, and which
in typified in the ferocions antagonism of the Goelfs and Gthibellines, The
Bonaportes, liko many other familise of greater name and cminebes, wers
now scattered and extinguished in the homea of their birth or sdoption; and
whilst & remnant atill lingered in the basin of the Apennines, the last relie of
which sarvived at the close of the sighteenth centary in the person of an old
eoclesiastic, & wealthy canon of the Abbey of SBan-Ministo, the chief of the
stock took refuge in the emall island of Corsics, and settled at Ajaccio,
among whose rude nobility his deseendants wers sorolled, and even admitted
to all the privileges thon accorded to that jealons distinetion. At that pariod,
Corsica was under the tutelary sovereignty of the repablic of Genoa, but
in 1708 it and ite small dependencies passed under the dominion of the
erown of France, despite the heroie efforts of the velebrated Paoli to pressrve
the independencs of ita aterile mountains.
After its final subjugation, Corsice was sasimilated in ite internal adminis-
tration to tha other provinges of Franes, and had provincis] states, compossd

of the three orders of nobility, clergy, a.ml commonalty or third estate, I
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likewise preserved & supreme magistracy of terelve nobles, in whom the go-
vernment of the country was veated ; and to thia high tribunal Charles Bone-
parte was attached ep sasessor, 8 placs preparatory to hie elevation into the
council. This Charles waa the only son of Foseph Bonaparte, the aldest of
three brothers, the two other of whom died without male issae. He inherited
the family property, which wae not very considerable, consisting of a house
in Ajaccio, and & small estate on the shore of the island, whers o dilapidated
villa served as a mummer residence. As is usunl in pouthern climates, ha
married at the early agn of nineteen, and won for his wifs, from numercus
ccmpetitors, the reigning besuty of the world of Corsies, the young Letitie
Ramoling, who was remarkable, not only for her onal charms, buk also for
the courage and fortitude of her character, | In 1779, the noblesse elactod him
tha deq:ltgr of their order to the ooort of Veranilles, and in this capacity ha
wid obliged to make frequent joumays into France, which, notwithstanding
the liberal grants he received from the government of Lemis XV, appear to
have reduced his fortene within the narrowest limits; for upon his death ot
Montpellier, in 1785, whither he had repaired in the vain hops of being
ralieved from the malady which afflicted him—pancer in the stomsch, a
disense often hereditary in familigs—he loft his widow in very straitened cir-
cumetances, and dependent in & grat moasure for the support and education
nzher Mt;iieju, on t.hui; nnlil;! mmqum, whi waa head ﬂfﬂl:g
chapter of Ajacsio, and who o o rm the
ﬂ.tbl:;r to the bereaved orphane. d P e
Thean were no fawer than eight In number, the sarvivors of thirtesn whom
the fruitful Letitia had borne to her husbond, although, at the time of his
denth, she had not completed her thicty-£fth year. Five were sons, and thres
deughters, tho eldest of whom, Joseph, was seventeen years old, and the
youngeet, Jerome, only two monthe, The second son was Napoleon, the
third Lucien, and the fourth Louis; the three dpughters were Marizona Eliza,
Pauling, and Caroline, also cxlled Annonciads, who wae nenrly three years
old at the death of her father. In his visite to Fronce, Charles Bonnparte
had takon with him his two eldest sova for the benefit of their eduestion;
Jouseph hein% placed in & school ot Autun, with the view of fllowing the
ecclasipatical profoesion under the patrooage of Marbouf, Archbishop of
Lyona, brother of the governer of Oorsica, who, s & friend of the family, waa
on his part instramental in procuring the introduction of Napoleon into the
military achool of Brieone, whence he wos afterwards removed to that of
Parie. This secomd pon was alwaye s favourite with his father, who delighted
to regard bim as the futare bero of hisrace; and the young Napoleon himself
was fondly attached to an indulgent parent, whose loss he long deploved,
regrotting, above all, that the mowenful consolation of attending hia deathbed
hed been denied to him, which fall, on the contrary, to the lot of Joseph and
the Abbé Fesch, a half-brother of thelr mother. In the secceeding years,
Lueien likewiae vrecoived his education at Brienne and at Aix in Provenee;
and when the mighty ers of 1780 dawned, all the sons were aesembled in
Corsiea, where the eaues of the Revolution was from the firet embraced by
ita inhabitants with the grestest ardour. The young Bonapartes were
among its most esger partisans; and Lucien, in particular, who waa enly six-
teen years of age, distingnishad himeelf as an orator in the popular elubs of
theisland. Joseph had abjured the priestly calling, and, having entered into
ihe ﬂh'gl seryice of the depariment, wog enabled to nesist his mother in the
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mansgement and matntenance of the family. Napoleon held & commission
from the king of France aa a leutennnt of actillery, and was remarkabla
chiefly for his love of solitude and the laborions studies in which he passed
his time,  Already he had coased to look upon Corsien os his coantry; ite
incorporation with France apened to him a wider theatre for the play of his
aspiring apirit, and he readily morged paternal patriotiam in the groater eall
4o partake the dangers and the glaries of the new competition about to arise
from the erash of fendalism.

It was very different with the old potriot of the island-—Packi. Asa
venerated champion of fresdom, the E;t{nnn.l Assembly of Franes had
invited hin to return from his leng exils in England ; and in 1792 he re-
:Epemd among his countrymen, with all the lustre of & name endeared to

et by his services and his sufferings, He woas hailed with & boundless
enthurinsm, especially by the mountaineers, who revered him as their tute-
lary chief; bot aven in Ajacclo he wad received with trimmph, and Loclen
Bonaparts records with exultation that he pronounced & disconras bafore hin
which drew tears from the honowrad veteran by ite ouching pathes. 8o
lively, indead, wan the impreasion made upon him by this fervent orator, that
Paoli toek hitn to his residencs of Rostine, and kept him nonr bis person for
mony months, during which he sought to instil into the mind of hie popil,
as the latter himeelf relatea with grief, that England was the only Iand of
real freedom, and the British constitation far superior to any the legislators
of France wers likely to invent, Notwithstanding this veneration for the
patriotic sage, Lucien waa too sealons for the credit of France and the virtos
of republicaniam to admit the fores of this doetrine, and he began to enter
tain suapicions of the orthedoxy of Peoli in the precepts of the revolutionary
eode. This first alarm soon mounted inte cartainty when the exeoution of
Louis XV, aroused the indignation of the virtnous patriot, and stirred
him to an open denuneiation of the sanguinary monsterd who were dis-

ing the pacred cause of liberty. Paoli declarsd he would no longer
long to France, neither he nor his brave mountaineers; und he callod apon
the soms of his old companion in the war of the independencs, Charles Bona~
parts, to join him in a fresh struggls apaing & more termible tyranny than
had ever yet oppressed the island. But to this appeal the Bonapartes were
deaf, for their ambition lay in the vary opposita direction; and Pacli, having
eummoned around him an army of mountainesrs, prepared to march on
Ajaeeio, which waa the only town that had refused, at bis command, to
lower the tricolour flag.  His rigs was prineipally directed agadnat the Bona-
paztes, if we are to evedit Lucien, and he ordered them to be taken dend or
alive. Joseph and Napoleon wers both aheemt at this oritical moment;
Lugien, too, had proceeded to France as the head of a deputation to crave
eucoours from the Jacobing; but the heroie Latitia, who had in earlier days
fought by the side of her hushand, wae fally eqoal to the task of providing
for the safety of her nomerons progeny. In the dead of night, she was
arcused by intelligence of the approach of her exaspernted enamy, who wea
intent, above all, to seize her peraon, as a hos for the mbmission of har
Bona; and, asearted by a viilaps chisftain named Ooata, she hastened from the
city, to seek refuge in the fastneeses of the hills and forests.  Amidat & small
band of faithful followers, sha marched with her young children, under the
sbade of darkness, and, before daylight, reached & socluded apot on the sea-
ahore, whenoe from an alevation ﬁa avuld see her house in ﬂma:. Cn-
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dgunied by the sad spectacls, she excluimed, © Xever mind, we will build i
up again much better: Five o France!” Aftor & concealment of two daye
and oights in the recesses of the woods, the fogitives were ab langth
gladdened by the sight of & French frigate, on bonrd of which were Joseph
and Napoleon, with the deputies of the Convention, on a mission to Corsica.
In this vessel the whole party at once embarked, and as no hops remained
of finding security in Corsicn, it was straightway stoored for Framon,  Mar-
sedlles was it port of destination, and thera it accordingly landed the family
of exiles, destitute of veatign of proparty, hut unbroken, it would
sootn, jn courags and health., Madame Bovaparte had occasmion for the
exerciee of sll her fortitude in these trying circomatances, for she was ro-
duced {0 almoet exbromes poverty, and waa faln to receive with thankfolness
the rations of bread distributed by the municipality to refuges patriots,
Joseph speedily received an n&polntmt. a4 A commissnry of war; and be
end Napolson contribated to the sapport of the family from their scanty
allowanoes; but, during the first years of their residence in France, thess
obecure exiles, who even spoke the lanpaape of their adopted country with

i , moffered sll the inconveniences of & sordid penury.

1t was in the varly peried of the Relpn of Terror that Letitia Bonaparte
and her children took up their abode in Franee, which was a prey to all the
horrors of eivil war, as well as o the dangers of a foreign invasion, The
principal citiea of the Republic had revolted sgaiost the centrnl suthority
of Paris and the bloody domination of the Jacoline, snd among the rest, Mar-
geilles was distinguished in the great Federalist meovement. But the redue-
tien of Lyons, and the terrible vengeance inflicted om it, restored the supra-
macy of the redoubtable Committes of Publie Safety, which consolidated
ita rule with relentless fory unparelleled in the annals of barbaciem.
Many thousande of the inbabitonts of Marseillee fled in absolote terrer on
the approach of the Jucohin forces, nod sought protection in Toalon, which
had not only aast off the yoke of the convention, but called in the ald of the
British and Spanish feate to uphold the desperate cause of royoelty. In this
gemeral Hight, howaver, the Bonapartes did not participate, sincs they im
truth belonged to the triumphant fnction. This was & eonnection which may
principally be ascribed t0 Locien, who was by far the most hot-headed of the
family, and who, by dint of inflammatory herapgues, had resommended him-
self to an administrative appointment at St Maximin, & small town & few
lengues distant from Marscilles. Here ho nsaumod the name of Brutus, and,
in ¢onjunction with a renegade monk, who styled himself Epaminondas, ex-
ercised o petty dictatorship, Slling the prisone with unfortunate vietims, s
maspactad royaliats and arietocrats.  But it is his bosst that, with unlimited
power in his hands, and at so youthful an age, he shed no blood, notwith-
standing the influence of the examples sround him. He even opposed the
mandate of the commissionars, sant by the convention to restors its suthority
at Marsailles, for the removal of hia prisoners to be tried or rather guillotined
at Orange—an act of boldness which exposed him to the anger of the com-
misgioners, who were Barras and Frivon, but which failed to save him from
the fatal imputation of being & Terrorisd when the day of reaction arrived,
Yet, in this revolotionary caveer of bis, Lucion wos of advantage to the for-
tunes of the family, sinoe Josaph, who continued to reside st Marseilles, with
his mather, was of too mild and une ive o character to pain eredit with
tha Doy of Jacobiniam, whilst Na; was a8 yet an unknown sabal-




