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LAW GOVERNING THE S3TATE HISTORICAL BOCIETY
OF MISSOURL

BRVIBED 8TATUTER OF MiSSoust, 1899, cHarTER 112,

Hee. T633. Fociety Made Trustee for the Sfate.—The Btate historical society
of Missouri, heretofore crganized under the lawe of this state, shall be the truates
of this state, and as such shall hold all its present and future collections and
property for the siate, and shal! not mortgage or desd in trust any of ita property
or eell any of such property except by way of axchange for property of equal
valua or for relnvestment. There shall eontinua to be an exeentive committes
of saild soclety, to conelet of a8 many members ag is or may be provided In the
constitutlon of eald msociety, and te have the same powers as the presenil exec-
utlve commmlites,

Hae, TBi4, Dwuiiea of the Soociety—1t shall be the quty of the Soclety to
collect books, mapa, end other papers and matarial for the siudy of history, eapec-
1ally of this slste and of the middle west; to meguire narratives and records of
the plotieers, to procute documents, maoyscelipty and portraity, and Lo gather all
Information caleulated o exhibit faithfully the antiguitles amd the past and
present condltion, resources and progress of this state; to cause ita collections
to be properly bound and preserved; to conduct & Iibrary of historical reference,
and to publish from tlme to time reporta of {ta collections and Fuch other matters
#3 may tend to diffuee information relative to the hlstory of this region; and o
keep the rooms contsining the eollections of said society open at all reasonahbla
houra on business daya for the receptiom of the cltdzems of thle atate, without
fea.

Heo. T636. SRall Repord 1o ke Goverser—Depariment Reporis, EBic, fo be
Furnizhed to the Sociefy.—The axecetlve commities of sald aociety shall keep
an accnrate account of the expanditinre of all money which may ba appropriated
{or the purposied of the poclety, and report blennfally to the governor a detailed
statement of such axpendiinre. To 2nable the soclaty to angment ita collections
by effecting exchanges with other societies and Institutlons, slxty bound copien
each of the several publicationa of the atpte, and of ita soclety and ingtituflons,
except the reports of the supreme conrt and the courts of appeals, ghall be and
the same are hershy dobated to sald soclety az they sball be lasned, the same
to be delivered to the moclety hF the sacretary of state or other officer having
the custody of the same; to includs, aleo, for deposit in Ita collections, ons set
of all the publications of the state, including those heretofore {msued, so far as
posaible, not excepting the reports of the supreme court and of the courts of
appeal.

HISTORICAL MATERIAL: DESIRED BY THE STATE
HISTORICAL S8GCIETY OF MISBOURI

The Congtitution of the State Historical Soclety of Mlssourl provides that
“{ta object shall be the collection, preservation, exhibition amd publieatlon of
materials for the study of history, especially the history of this state and of the
Middle West.” In realizing this object the Soclety desires in the first place to
collect evarything thet ean in any way ehed light upon the hlstory of Mlssouri,
from its earliest settlement to the present time. It is often the case thai such
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material, which ls of ltile or oo importance to the individual who possesges ft,
beacomes of great value when lncorporated as a part of & lbrary of reference on
all historleal mattara, With a vlew to encouraging the contribntlon of guch ma-
tarlal to Ita Ifbrary, the State Historiesl Soeclety publigher the following lst
of obfects particularly desired by the Bocleiy:

1. Books and pamphlelis relating Lo Missouri or to any of its aubdivisions;
county or other locel historisa or narvatived.

2. Books and pamphlets written by Missouriats. The Bociety possesses one
of the most extensive collectlons of books by Missourl authors in existence, and
degires to make the same 8 complete B8 possible.

3. Manuecripte: Aoy original documente containing accounts eof the early
gattlementa of Missourl or the Louisiana Territory; or of the varlous move-
menta affecting the hlstory of the Binte or In which lts citizens have participated,
from tha early relations with tha Indlans through the French and Spanish pe-
rlods to the avents that have occurred nnder Amerlean role. OId letters, Jour-
nale and accounts written by pioneers are especially desired. The Scciety has
the use of o fire-proof veull in which veluable manuscripts will be preserved.

4. Official State Heports and Decwpenta:  Coples of the Revised Statutes,
Heaslon Acts, Journald and Appeudixes of the Territoria] and early Btate Legls-
Iatures; Messages of the Governors and Reports of State Officers, Beards and
Commissgions and of the State educatiomnal, cueritable, slsemosynary and penal
and reformatory institutions.

6. Reports and Documents of Countles, Citiea, ete, Ordinances, Journals
and Reporte of City Councilsa. Reports of Mayor and other City Officials. He
porte of Boards of Health, Fire and Police Depariments, Reports of Boarde of
Trede and Commercial and Bueiness Men's Assoclations. Plate of town sites
and additions thersto.

8. Reporisa and documents of Educational Instltutions: Catalogunes,
Hchemey of Htudies, Reports, Pullaiing, ate., of Inlveraitiss, Colloger, Acedemles
and Public Schoola; Eeports of School Boarde, 3chosl Superintendents, Collage
and School Aszsocistions, Teachers' Assorcistlons, Scudente’ Clobs and Assoela-
tions, University Extemalon Bocleties, and snything which touches upon the ed-
ucational life of the State.

7. Reporta of Socletler end Orgauisationa! Annual pud other reports of all
kinda of social, religlous, industrizl and political organizations; reports and pub-
lighed documents of freternal soristies, literary aseociatioms, press sssociations,
athleife crganizationa, women'e clube, soclel clubs, ete; reportz of all relislous
bodies, synods, conferences, conventicns and asecelations; reporte of rallroads,
manufacturing companiea and commercelal eorporatigos; reporta of agricultural
sod horticultural orgenizations, and of all mestings and procesdings connected
with the development of the induatrial, commercial, agriculivral, mineral or
other resources of the State; reports, plaiforms, declarations, ete, of all polit-
izal parties.

8. Files of Missourl Newspapers and Perfodicala: The Soclety 18 now re-
celving and binding over seven bundred wnewspapers representing :every
county In Missouri. Complete yolumes of tho fssues of pest years of Bll Mis-
sourl newspapers are eapaclally desired.

9. Maps, Engravings, Palntings, Photographs, efe.: Maps of the Loulslana
Purchase Tarritory, of Migsour!, of Counties, Townships, Citles, ete.; Plctures of
any kind representing historic places, boildings, ato.

10. Historleal Relics: Photographs gnd other portraits of plonesra and
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distinguished citizens; Autographs of the aame; Medals; Colna; War Helice;
0O1d Arms, Weapons, ete.; Historleal S8cuvenirs of all kinds,

11. Indian Relica: BStone Axes, Spears, Arrow Heads, Pottery, Weapons,
Costumes, Ornements, ete.

The Bociety cordially invites rll persons to assist it in developing a great
Btats historical library and musenm by contribetng any of the above obiecta
or gnything that hes any bearing opon ithe history of Miesourl. The Scclety
will defray all freight charges upon such donations and all contributlons will
ba cradited te tha donors, in the official ceports made by this Boclety to the Gov-
arnor of the State, and will be preserved and made seoedsible to all the people.

All eommunications and donations should be addréssad to the Becretary of
the State Historical Socisty, Columbia, Missauri,



REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

To His Excellency, Joscph W, Folk, Governor of Missours, and to the

Forty-third General Assembly of Missouri:

Complying with the requirements of sections 7535 and YY1V of
the Revised Statutes of Missouri, 1888, I have the honor on behalf
of the Execative Committee of the State Historical Society of Mis-
souri to submit herewith a report for the biennial period ending De-
cember 81, 1904,

The past bieanial period has been a successful one for the So-
ciety—successful in building up its library, and in an increased use
of it; in the exhibitz made by it at the World's Fair, and the conse-
quent larger nomber of peraons who have come in contact with its
work and become interested in it. i

The society brought together and prepared for exhibition at the
World’s Fair the publications of nearly all the newspapers and other
periodicals of the State for the year 1908, many of which also mn-
cluded former years, the magnitude of which work can be realized
from the fact that these volumes contain more than 48,000 different js-
sues, the daily mail of the Society often exceeding 260 pieces. It
also brought together for the same exhibit the very large collection
of publications by Missouri authors, The preparation of the cata-
log of these two exhibits was no light task and required much ex-
tra time. That the exhibits were valuable and creditable is attested
by the fact that the Society was given a Grand Prize and the Secre-
tary a Silver Medal. '

NEWEPAPERS,

Perhaps the majority of persons who are in the habit of daily
reading the newspapers and then throwing them in the waste basket
do not appreciate the importance of the preservation of files of them;
and yet these same persons are greatly interested when they sce a

valume of them fifty to a2 hundred years old.
T
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A few j’\EaTEl ago the librarian of the Montana Historical So-
ciety obtained the opinions of the leading historical librarians of the
country as to the value of newspapers, and 1 will quote from some
of them.

Warren Upham of the Minnesota Historical Society wrote that
his society had collected and preserved all newspapers published in
the territory and State since 1849 and said “this department of the
library is a priceless treasury of materials for future historians. All
of our nearly 450 state newspapers regularly received by our Society's
library are bound for permanent preservation and we now have
about 3,900 of these bound newspaper wolumes. They are much
consulted, even those of the small and distant towns; and we re-
gard them as the most useful source of history for future research.
Kansas stirpasses us in this work and Wisconsin does three-fourths
as mtch as our Socigty,” F

William Engle, State Librarian of Pennsylvania says: “We bind
500 volumes. What to-day ssems worthless, in 10, 20, or 50 years
from now may be considered priceless wvolumes. Fifty or sixty
vears ago many of our state publications were either unbound or
bound in paper; the result has been that of many of these no copies
exigt and some of them would to-day be worth their weight in gold
if they could be obtained ™

Nehraska State Historical Society: “I repard the newspaper
as the most valuable record of the local records of the State, and
would advise vou not to throw away a single copy of any paper. I
am hunting now high and low for old papers of any description of
Nebraska, and they are the bardest things to find you ever hunted
for. We are now trying to save every issue of every paper. The
papers of a town are the only reference books of the contemporary
history of a town in which they are printed and they will be needed
as sources of history by and by

Similar opinions were expressed by the librarians of Ohio, Con-
necticut, Kansag and other states.

Newspapers have the sole record of thousands of facts, and any pa-
per, even the most obscure, may have in its advertising or local news
columns data that will in future years be of great value to some in-



