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It has been thousht desirable in these pages to use the
Lotin names of the Homerio deitics and heroes, as more
familier to Enolish eare. Az, however, mest modern tran-
slators Liave followed Homer's Greck nomenclature, it moy
be eonvenient here to give both,

FAE = Jupiter
Het: = Juno,
Aris = Mars.
Poseidin = Nepline
Pallns Athent = Minerva
Aplirodit = Venua,
Hephniztos = Yulean.
Harmes = Mereury.
Arternis = IMang.
Ohlyezeus = Ulyazes,
Adas = Ajax.

The passages quoted, unless otherwiee specified, are from
the admirable trapslation of M Worsley.



INTRODUCTION,

Toe posm of the Odyssey s treated in thess pages ax
the work of a single author, aud that author the same
as the composer of the Ilipd, It would e manifestly
out of place, in & volume which does not profess to be
written for eritical scholars, to disensa p question o
whizh they are so far from being agreed,  Thut it may
be satisfactory to pssure the reader who has neither
leisure wor inclination to enter into the controversy,
ihat in accepling, ng we o, the Odyssey as from the
game * Homor™ to whora we owe the Tale of Troy, he
may fortify himself by the suthority of many aceom-
plished seholars who hove careful’y examined the ques-
o, Though none of the incidents rvelated in the
Hiad are distinetly roferred to in the Odyssey—a point
strongly urgad by those who would assign the poems fo
different suthors—and therefore the one cannot fairly
be reganded aa a sequel o the ciher, yet there is uo
importand diserepaney, eithior in the facts proviowsly
asgnmed, or in the trentment of such charaeters as appent
upon the seene 1o hoth,
A, €. vol. 1L A
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The charaeter of the two poems is, indeed, essentially
different. The Iliad i3 & tale of the camp and the
battle-field : the Odyssey combines the romance of
travel with that of domestic 1ife.  The key-note of the
1liad 18 glory ¢ that of the Odyssey is rest.  This was
amongst the ressons whieh led one of the earliest of
Homer's eritics to the conelusion that the Odyssey was
the work of his old sre.  In both poemsz the interest
liez in thae situationz and the descriptions, rather than
in what we moderns eall the  plot.”  This Inttor i3 not
a main consideration with the poet, and he has no hesi-
tation in disclesing his eatnstrophe beforehand. The
interast, =0 far as this point is concerned, 5 also weak-
ened for the modern reader by the intervention through-
out of supernatural agentz, who, at the most eritical
turns of the story, throw their irresistible weight into
the seale.  Yeof, in spite of this, the interest of the
Cdyssey is intensely buman, Greek mythology and
Criental romonce are large ingredients in the poem,
bat its men and women are drawn by 8 master's hand
from the actual life ; and, since in the two thonzand
years botween our own and Homer's day nothing has
changed =0 little as human nature, tharefore vory much
of 1t is still a story of to-day.

The poem before us i the tale of the wanderings and
ndventnres of Odyssens—or Tlysses, as the softer tongue
of the Latinz preferred to eall him—aon his way home
from the siege of Troy to his island-kingdem of Tthaea,
The name Odysseus has been veriously interpreted.
Homer himself, who shounld be the best authority, tells
us that it was given to him by hiz grandfather Autoly-
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cus bo signify  the chill of bate.”  Others Lave inter
preted it fo mean “saffering ;" and some ingenious
scholars gee in it ondy the ancient form of & familine
sobriquet by which the hero was known, “the ligtle
one,” or “the dwart,"—a conjeeture which derives some
support from the fact that the Tyrrheniang knew him
under that designaticn, Tt may be rsmembered that in
the Tiad he iz deseribed a5 bearing no comparizon in
stafure with the stalwart forms of Agememnen and
Menelaws 3 and it is Doplisd in the deseription that
thers was sowms want of proportion in his fgure, since
he appearsd nobler than Menelans when both sat down.
But in the Odysszey itself there appears no reference
to any natural defect of any kind. His chameter in
this poen corresponds perfectly with that which ie dis-
closed in fhe Tiiad,  Theve, he i= the leading spirit of
the Greeks when in couneil.  Seareely socond to Achilles
or IHomed in persomal prowess, his adviee and opinion
are listened fo with as much vospect as those of the
veteran Nestor.  In the Tliad, tao, he iz, az he ia ealled
in the present poem, “the man of many deviees”  1lis
aceompiishments cover a larger fiel? than those of sy
other hero.  Achilles only can beat him in speed of foot;
he iz g8 good an archer 23 Ajax Qileus or Teuesr ; he
throws Ajax the Great in the wrestling-matel, in =pite
of his superior strength, by & happy use of science, and
diviides with him the prize of vietory. To him, as the
worthiest successor of Achilles—on the testinony of
the Trojan prisoners, who declared that he Lad wronght
them most harm of any—the armour of that great hero
was awarded ot lis death. T is ot tragie enougl to



