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FOREWORD
By Proressor Kirsorp LaAkE

No one who believes that the Christian churches havein
the past been the moral leaders of western civilization
can fail to be interested in the presentation of some of
the English religious leaders by ““A Gentleman with a
Duster especially if, like myself, he have some passing
acquaintance with most of them. Nor can any neglect
toregard seriously his warning that the Church is failing
as a moral leader.

What is the reason for that failure? It cannot, I
think, be found in lack of carnestness; for today all the
guides of the churches in England are serious, upright
men, who would gladly lead if they could. Nor is it
because they are volces uttering strange announcements
in the wilderness; if they have a fault it is rather that
they have so little to announce. The defect which is
disclosed by the pictures given by *'A Gentleman with
a Duster” is primarily intellectual, and I propose to de-
vote to its explanation the introduction which the pub-
lisher has asked me for write for the American edition of
Painted Windows.

From the third century to the eighteenth the Christ-
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ian Church presented wiews of life and theories of the
origin, weakness, and possible redemption of human
nature, which were both self consistent and rational. It
offered men an infallible guide of life, to be found in the
Church, the Bible, and the Christ. Different branches
of the Christian church emphasised one or the other, but
the three formed in themselves an indivisible trinity.
Nor did the laity doubt that this presentation was
correct. The clergy were the professional and expert
exponents of an infallible revelation which they had
studied deeply and lmew better than other men, and on
which they spoke with the authority of experience. It
was firmnly believed that to follow their teaching would
lead to future salvation; for the centre of gravity in life
for seriously minded men was the hope of attaining
everlasting salvation in the world to come.

The situation today is changed in two directions.
The Church, the Bible, and even the Teaching of Jesus
are no longer regarded as infallible. History first
abundantly proved that the voice of the Church was not
inerrant; then science discredited the biblical account of
man’s origin and development ; and finally the “kenotic™
theory of Bishop Gore showed that what were con-
sidered the 1psissima verba of the Lord himself could no
longer be regarded as infallible. The coup de grice
to the belief that Jesus must be followed literally was
administered by official sermons during the war. This
does not mean that men and women within or without
the Church do not admire and venerate the teaching of



