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PRETFACE.

OxE or two fricnds to whom I showed these
papers i M3, having ohserved that ihey were
not half bad; and somc of my relalions having
promised to buy the bouk, 1f it ever came out, I
feel T have no nght o longer delay s ssue. Lok
for this, as one may say, public demand, I, per-
haps, should not have veptured to offcr these mere
“idle thoughis” of mine as mental food for the
Enplish-speaking peoples of the carth. What
readers ask now-a-days in a book 15 that it should
improve, instruct, and elevate. This book wouldn't
clevate a cow. I cannot conscientiously recow-
mend it for any usctul purposes whatever, All 1
can suggest i3, that when you get tired of reading
“the best hundred books” you may take this up
for half an hour, It will he a change.



